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Torture at Pelican 


Bay on trial 


Prisoners at the Control Unit at Pelican 
Bay state prison in California are still awaiting 
the judge's decision in their lawsuit, heard last 
autumn, against the torture and abuse that they 





have endured since the prison opened in 1989. 
But as is to be expected, prison officials and 
guards are retaliating for having their crimes 
exposed. 

The main prisoner- 
witness, Louie Lopez, 
was beaten, charged 
with assault and thrown 
into the violence control 
unit, surrounded by 
ranting and raving pris- 
oners who had not been 
able to handle the psy- 
chological torture and 
have been reduced to 
some state of insanity. 
The prisoner, Madrid, 
whose name appears 
first on the list of prison- 
er-litigants, had lysol 
thrown in his face and 
was placed into a hold- 
ing cell. The prison has 
been on lockdown more 
or less permanently 
since the trial ended. 
Guards are vamping on 
prisoners, and continu- 
ing to hog-tie them, a 
practice that prison offi- 
cials said had been 
stopped. The following 
article, released by the 


Pelican Bay Information 





Project sums up the trial. 


Case Filed: The civil rights suit on behalf 
of all prisoners at Pelican Bay State Prison 
in California was tried during the fall in the 
United States District Court in San 
Francisco. Madrid v. Gomez (C90-3094 TEH) 
was heard by the Northern District’s presid- 
ing Judge, Thelton E. Henderson, without a 
jury. The suit alleged violations of the First, 
Sixth, Eight and Fourteenth Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution by officials of the 
California Department of Corrections. 
During the seventh week of the trial Judge 
Henderson commented to the courtroom 
that this proceeding is the most important 
prison litigation in recent history and that it 
is the most significant case of his career. The 
plaintiff's case was presented clearly and 
dramatically by attorneys from the Prison 
Law Office and the firm of Wilson, Sonsini, 
Goodrich and Rosati. Fifteen prisoners testi- 
fied about their personal experiences at 
Pelican Bay. Idleness, sensory deprivation, 
social isolation and unprecedented physical 
and psychological brutality were reported 
by the fifteen men braving the inevitable 
retaliation at the hands of their jailers. The 
opening witness described the daily routine 
of boredom and isolation as “a living night- 
mare, like being put in a space capsule and 
shot into space.” He went on to tell of 
changes he noticed in himself: “I forgot 
half-way through conversations what I was 
going to say. It's hard even to write letters. 
It's like I’m falling and can't stop.” 


The bulk of the prisoners' testimony 
centered around the frequent and excessive 
force used by guards against prisoners. 
Broken bones and severe beatings, even 
after restraint in full shackles, was 


described. A brutal cell extraction procedure 
is used for trivial reasons in the Pelican Bay 
Security Housing Unit (SHU). A tray not 
returned, an order not heard, kicking of a 
door and just plain guard misjudgement 
have all resulted in extraction. Hog-tying is 
a common practice at Pelican Bay. Prisoners 
are left with their hands chained to their feet 
for up to nine hours. Lethal hollow-point 
dum-dum bullets are fired at prisoners 
inside the housing unit and on the yard to 
break up fights even if no weapons are 
involved. Further testimony by prisoners 
documented the severe medical and psychi- 
atric neglect and the injustices of the “kan- 
garoo court” of the prison classification sys- 
tem which is responsible for placing prison- 
ers at Pelican Bay. Many prisoners are 
placed in Pelican Bay because their psycho- 
logical problems are treated as discipline 
problems. Others are driven insane by the 
conditions of their confinement. 


Experts in corrections and medicine did 
exhaustive studies on the conditions, poli- 
cies and procedures at Pelican Bay. 
Deliberate neglect was convincingly demon- 
strated. For example, the facility had inade- 
quate psychiatric staff for two years at the 
facility despite housing many severely dis- 
abled patients. Severe illness and the emer- 
gency medical needs of prisoners went 
unnoticed. Charles E. Fenton, the former 
warden of the notorious Marion Federal 
Penitentiary in Ilinois, said, “They either 
absolutely don't know what they're doing 
or they're deliberately inflicting pain.” The 
234 cell extractions and 64 incidents of 
shooting at prisoners, causing three deaths, 
were criticized by Fenton as excessive and 
out of line with correctional practices else- 

continued on page 19 





Toronto cops stalk their prey 


Law enforcers conspire 
against Laws 


On Monday, March 14, Dudley Laws, 
the number 1 target of the Toronto police, 
was sentenced to three concurrent 9-month 
sentences for “conspiring to smuggle illegal 
aliens across the Canada-U.S. border.” To 
top it off, he was also fined $5000. So ended 
another phase in the criminalization of 
Dudley Laws by the Metropolitan Toronto 
Police. 


Active in speaking out and organizing 
against racist police killing and maiming of 
Blacks in the Toronto area since 1978, Laws 
is a founding member and one of the most 
prominent speakers of the Black Action 
Defence Committee (BADC). Over the last 
16 years, a long list of police shootings of 
Blacks — who are 10% of the local popula- 
tion — has resulted in many deaths, but not 
one conviction on even a minor charge. 
And it has been BADC, formed in 1988 after 
Lester Donaldson was shot to death, which 
has been out on the streets and in the 
courts, consistently struggling to make 
Toronto police accountable to the people 
they're supposedly serving. BADC has 
demanded that the cops be charged with 
murder for their racist killings, and 
denounced everyday harassment such as 
the public stripsearching to which Audrey 
Smith, a Jamaican visitor, was subjected last 
summer, 


BADC’s work has led to the setting up 
of the Special Investigations Unit, (S.L.U.) 
made up of both police and civilians, and 
mandated to investigate police shootings 
and other atrocities. While the S.I.U. has 
been ineffective, and falls far short of 
demands for an independent civilian inves- 
'tigative body, the cops have resisted it 
every step of the way, and continue to hold 
it in contempt. x 

And as a sop to the pigs squealing 
about the year-and-a-half-old legislation 
requiring them to file a report each time 
they draw a gun, the “social democratic” 


(read: social capitalist) provincial New 
Democratic Party government recently 
caved in to their demands for increased 
firepower, issuing all Ontario police forces 
14-clip, semi-automatic handguns (ironical- 
ly as a health and safety issue — of the 
cops, not the public!) to replace their 38 
revolvers at a cost of $24 million. As if this 
weren't enough, the swine are already plan- 
ning to present their next demand: “expan- 
sion bullets” which explode inside the 
body. 

Before the present case was brought 
against him, Metropolitan Toronto Police 
sued Laws for $50,000 in early 1991 for libel 
— for labelling killer cops the murderers 
that they are — in an obvious attempt to 
disrupt and discredit BADC. The libel suit 
may reach the courts later this 
year. 

On October 15, ‘91 Laws 
was arrested on conspiracy 
charges in a media spectacle 
capping a five-month-long 
operation costing at least $1 
million, with some estimates 
running as high as $2.5 million. 


During the trial, Julian 
Fantino, the former head of 31 
Division and a pig’s pig, testi- 
fied that in the Spring of ‘91, he 
retumed a phone message from 
a U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) 
agent who, he said, told him 
that one of a group of five peo- 
ple caught crossing into the 
US. illegally, had Law’s busi- 
ness card as an immigration 
consultant, and another had his 
name and phone number in an 
address book. (Fantino had ear- 
lier been rebuked by Laws for 
publicizing statistics that 
implied that Blacks were com- 


mitting a di: ionate amount of crime 
in the Jane-Finch area, which has a number 
of public housing complexes in the area.) 


Fantino said he took no notes, nor did 
he record the name of the agent or know 
why, jie was.called. As Laws's lawyer, Peter 
Rosenthal, has pointed out, any INS official 
would know that immigration offences are 
under the jurisdiction of the federal Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. (RCMP) So why 
call a high-level cop in the Metro Toronto 
Force? Fantino claims that he immediately 
called Sgt. Andrew Rayne of the RCMP 
Immigration and Passport Division and 
that he agreed to head an investigation only 
if Metro Toronto cops paid a substantial 
part of the costs. Rayne claims that the 5 
border-crossers received immigration war- 
rants and were put on bonds, but seemed to 
disappear immediately without a trace. 


Two informers, it is claimed, were soon 
found. Never identified, they supposedly 
told cops that from 10 to 30 people were 
being smuggled each month in car trunks, 
transport trucks and small boats. An inter- 
nal RCMP memo shows that Toronto cops 





musical classic, Show Boat. 


wanted to do a separate probe into Law’s 
finances, even though, it says, this does not 
conform to the Mounties’ normal way of 
doing things. This was a ploy by Toronto 
police to get authorization for electronic 
surveillance, not normally allowed for an 
immigration investigation unless a large 
ring is suspected — but permitted for the 
offence of profitting from the proceeds of 
crime. This shows pretty clearly that there 
was no real reason to suspect a smuggling 
ring! 

Not a word was heard via wiretaps 
indicating illegal border-crossings were 
occurring. By this time, Toronto cops had 
rented a house for $1000 a month across the 
street from which they did video surveil- 
lance of Law’s immigration consultancy 
office for 4 months. They knew the details 
of his daily activities right down to what he 
ate for breakfast and what kind of juice he 
drank. 


Next, undercover cops posing as immi- 
grants in need went to see Laws at his 
office. A “Sri Lankan domestic worker des- 
perate to get into the U.S.” was told to pur- 
sue more legitimate means. 
But police persisted in their 
deception, inducing Laws to 
get 3 undercovers across the 
border for which he accepted 
$1500 from each. Two were 
RCMP officers being “smug- 
gled” into Canada! 


Because Canadian law 
disallows the raising of the 
issue of entrapment in court 
until after conviction, the 
jury was ignorant of what 
happened. Later, in a sepa- 
rate hearing, Judge Whealy 
ruled that entrapment did 
not occur! 


During the hearing, 
Laws’s lawyer, Peter 
Rosenthal, revealed a secret 
Metro: Toronto Police intelli- 
gence report filed in 1989, 
identifying 13 Black organi 
zations and 18 Black individ- 
uals, including Laws, as 
"radical". It contains licence 





Dudley Laws at a demonstration protesting the revival of that racist 


continued on page 18 
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Prince Imari A. Obadele 


Prince Imari A. Obadele is a 38 year- 
old New Afrikan (Black) man who has 
spent the majority of his life as a combatant 
in the fight to uplift Black people. He is a 
co-founder and co-chair of the Amistad- 
March 31 (A.M. 31) Chapter of the National 
Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in 
America (N'COBRA). He is co-author of the 
tracts The Reparators Manual and author of 
the tract The Latasha Harlins/Mutulu Shakur 
Survival Center Concept and The Purpose of 
Prisons. He is also the author of the soon-to- 
be-released book Ocky-Babys Bad Boys File. 
Prince Imari is also a newly elected 
Southern Representative to the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of new Afrika 
(PGRNA). 


On March 31, 1968, as a twelve year 
old, he was one of the signers of the New 
Afrikan Declaration of Independence 
heralding in the present day New Afrikan 
Independence Movement (NAIM), of which 
his father and uncle (Imari and Gaidi), 
along with Betty Shabazz (widow of 
Malcolm X), Max Sanford, H. Rap Brown 
and others were founders. 


On March 31, 1969 Prince Imari was 
one of the Black Legionaires to successfully 
defend the New Bethel Baptist Church, in 
Detroit, MI, against a “cointelpro/kkk- 
type” armed attack upon the church by the 
Detroit Police Department. In Prince Imari's 
words: "No Black Folk were lynched as a 
result of that attack and no little Black girls 
died that night in that church!" 


In September of 1971 Prince Imari was 
captured and sentenced for his part in an 
armed expropriation against suspected 
drug dealers in Detroit, in a campaign to rid 


Detroit's Black Communities of drugs. "We 


saw then where the drug crisis was headed. 
We tried to prevent then the destruction 
that drugs are causing now," says Prince 
Imari. 

In 1987 Prince Imari founded the 
Kemetic-Hebrew IsRaelite Spirit and Truth 


Ministries in Detroit and Jackson, Michigan 
and became its principal Minister, i.e. 
“prince”. 

In 1989 Prince Imari moved to New Jer- 
sey with his father, Dr. Imari A. Obadele, to 
once again take up the work of the New 
Afrikan Independence Movement. In 1990 
they moved to Texas and Louisiana in this 
regard. 

In August of 1990, while trying to raise 
money to open a Survival Center based 
upon his ideas and elements of the Black 
Panthers Party’s Centers and the NAIM 
Centers, he was captured and imprisoned. 


This man has spent his life contributing 
to the struggle to uplift Black and other 
oppressed peoples. Now he needs the 
Peoples’ help! 


The Texas Board of Pardons and 
Paroles is reviewing him for parole — for 
the third time — and with your support he 
can be released! There is also a very good 
possibility of some relief for the brother 





These New Afrikan fighters need support 


brought through the courts. 


The Prince Imari Defence Committee is 
asking you to join in the effort to Free 
Prince Imari Now!!! 

Write or call the Texas Board of 
Pardons and Paroles seeking the release of 
Prince Imari, TDCJ-ID #563888: 

Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles 
8610 Shoal Creek Blvd. 
Austin, TX 78711 


phone (512) 406-5205 
Send copies of letters to the Board, let- 
ters of support and/or donations to: 


Prince Imari Defence Committee 
clo House of Songhay 

P.O. Box 75437 

Baton Rouge, LA 70874 

phone (504) 355-1156 

And write: 

Prince Imari Obadele 

Ellis 1 Unit #563888 
Huntsville, TX 77343 


Reparations now! ... 
People! 


is Power to the 
























Zolo Agona 


“If you are afraid to tell the truth, why, you 
don’t even deserve freedom!" ( Malcolm X) 

On August 11th, 1981 i was illegally 
arrested by political police and accused of 
killing a police officer during a bank rob- 
bery. False evidence was invented and used 
as a ruse against me, calculated to provide a 
wrongful conviction and death sentence, 
cloaked with improper acts with the prose- 
cutorial machinery and resources to give it 
the appearance of propriety. On May 25, 
1982, i was sentenced to death by electrocu- 
tion in the Indiana chair. 

There was no pre-trial identification of 
me in this case. Later on the prosecutor 
admitted in writing that there was no pre- 
trial identification procedure utilized with 
respect to me in connection with the armed 
robbery at the Gary National Bank! 

A paraffin gunshot residue test (G.S.R.) 
was performed on my hands by police 
shortly after being arrested, and it showed 
that I hadn't fired a gun. The prosecutor 
failed to disclose this exculpatory evidence 
to my trial defense counsel. As well, they 
never informed the grand jury of this sup- 
pressed exculpatory evidence. All of which 
is in my favor. This information was cov- 
ered up. They framed me on trumped-up 
charges and railroaded me to death row. i 
am innocent and deserve my physical and 
mental freedom (free-mind). i should be 
released from prison, now! 


The original trial venue was changed 
from Lake County to Allen County in Fort 
Wayne Indiana because of pre-trial publici- 


Azania 


ty and prejudicial prejudice of the judge. 

In May ‘93 the State Supreme Court of 
Indiana reversed judgement of the post-con- 
viction court and the case was remanded 
with instructions to set aside the sentence of 
death and to grant post-conviction relief in 
the form of a new jury and sentencing hear- 
ings, or in the absence of such new hearings, 
the imposition of a sentence of years. 


i was convicted in court for unarmed 
robbery class C felony murder. There is no 
such law or statute on the books in Indiana. 
i was convicted of a non-existent crime! It 
appears that somebody is trying to keep this 
information out of the news media because 
they don't want the public to know about it. 


Why are the politicians allowed to 
commit murder? So much emphasis is put 
on the family of the person who is mur- 
dered on the streets by a criminal who is 
not employed as a police or politician. But, 
what about the family of the innocent 
accused person languishing in prison — on 
death row? And what about the family of a 
person who is ultimately murdered by the 
government itself? Please help me stop the 
human sacrifices to greedy political ambi- 
tion and ruthless ignorance. 


Iam asking supporters to write or call 
the following people on my behalf demand- 
ing that I be granted a retrial to prove my 
innocence, or that I be released immediately: 
Mr Kenneth R Scheibenberger, Judge 

Allen: County Superior Court 

700 S. Calhoun St. 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 


Mr Bernard A. Carter 

Lake County Prosecutor 

2293 N. Main St. 

Crown Point, IN 46307 

(219) 755-3720 fax (219) 755-3642 


Mr. Evan Bayh, Governor. 
Office of the Governor 
State House 

Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Vernon G. Smith 

State Representative. 

P.O. Box M622 

Gary, IN 46401 


For more information, contact my 
attorneys at: 
Erica Thompson, Attorney 
People’s Law Office 
1180 N. Milwaukee 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 235-0070 fax (312) 235-6699 


Chokwe Lumumba, Attorney 

PO. Box 31762 

Jackson, Mississippi 39286 

(601) 366-2961 

Isaiah Skip Grant Federal Public Defender 
810 Broadway, # 200 

Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 736-5047 


True justice speaks through you. Let 
your voice be heard! Thank you very much, 
and more. 

Our struggle continues, 

Zolo Agona Azania #4969 

Death Row IN State Prison 

P.O. Box 41 

Michigan City, IN 46360-0041 
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Lorenzo L. 
Stone-Bey 


Lorenzo L. Stone-Bey , a 34 year old 
African American, was the target of a 
frame-up and a highly political trial in 
February, 1976 when he was 17 years old. 
Tried along with three co-defendants, he 
alone was convicted on two counts of first 
degree murder in the perpetration of an 
alleged robbery. It came as a result of politi- 
cal pressure and corruption within the 
Gary, Indiana Police Department and the 
blindfolded eyes of Justice in the Lake 
County Criminal Court system. Two wit- 
nesses for the state testified that Elliot 
James, a fifth co-defendant who pleaded 
guilty by agreement, was the person who 
announced a robbery after another of the 
state witnesses refused to sell him a bottle 
of wine. These same two witnesses testified 
that James, who was a state witness against 
Stone-Bey, pointed a gun in their faces and 
made them get onto the floor — and the 
state still used his guilty plea against Stone- 
Bey! 

Once the state put James on the wit- 
ness stand, upon cross-examination he 
admitted he pleaded guilty to save his own 
neck and avoid a life sentence, He further 
admitted that the Gary Police Department 
and Lake County Prosecutor's office falsi- 
fied his statements to implicate Stone-Bey 
and the other 3 co-defendants. 


On June 20, 1989 the trial court denied 
Stone-Bey's.petition for post-conviction 
relief and stated in Ti of facts and 
conclusions of law: 


"That from a reading of the trial tr. 

particy the motion to suppress 
‘and reject, it would appear that arguably 
the arrest was without probable cause.” 














“The State does not challenge the 
record or the post-conviction court conclu- 
sion that Stone’s arrest was without proba- 
ble cause. The arresting officer essentially 
admitted the same.” 


On March 6, 1992, the Indiana Supreme 
Court denied Stone-Bey's appeal, with one 
judge dissenting in his favor. Amongst 
other abuses during Stone-Bey's arrest: he 
was held incommunicado from his family 
for several days, placed in a highly sugges- 
tive and illegal lineup with none of his juve- 
nile rights being afforded to him. 

In Plain Words, Stone-Bey explained 
that he was targeted because, "The police 
were not allowed to come in my neigh- 
bourhood and jump on people and harass 
us, 'cause we stood our grounds, physical- 
ly, we didn't run from them and they was 
just not allowed to kick us in the ass or 
shootat us without getting shot back at. 


“Once brothers from my neighbour- 
hood united with brothers on the other side 
of town, the powers-that-be was chal- 
lenged without fear or respect and I was 
and still is one who rejects any form of 
police occupation in our communities and I 
challenged their authority. Malcolm X said, 
“I'm violent against those who are violent 
against me' and my people. 


"Once we (the two neighbourhoods) 
became united, the petit bourgeois was no 
longer comfortable and felt I had to be 
taken off the streets. 


"The alleged victim and the state sena- 
tor who was his brother owned about 3 
places of business and the place that got 
robbed was next to one of theirs where the 
police, politicians, lawyers, dope dealers 
and so-called power structure goes. It was 


continued on page 18 


a ee SSS SS 


Prison News Service 


March/April 1994 


Page 3 





Lockdown at Collins Bay is over — 
prisoners call for public inquiry 


The lockdown at the Collins Bay 
Institution in Kingston, Ont. which we covered 
in our last issue is officially over, but the bitter- 
ness, distrust and apprehension of the prisoners 
over this arbitrary misuse of institutional power 
remains. Initially, the reports were that many of 
the changes that had taken place during the lock- 
down — the seizure of personal property and 
sending it back home, restrictions on movement 
between ranges, limited access to the gym, 
would all be reversed. But now, nearly two 
months later, the prisoners are still waiting to 
get their property back. 

A petition, signed by 312 of the 550 prison- 
ers in Collins Bay was presented to the adminis- 
tration and printed in the Kingston Whig- 
Standard on March 11, 1994 as a letter to the 
editor submitted by Claire Culhane. 


We present the petition to ask that an 
immediate open and public investigation be 
held as soon as possible into the circum- 
stances leading to and resulting from the 
month-long lockdown begun at Collins Bay 
Institution on January 14. 


We ask that such an investigation be 
chaired by a member of the House of 
Commons or such other independent chair- 
person as the Parliament of Canada sees fit 
to appoint, so long as the appointed chair- 
person is not an employee of the 
Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) or of 
the Department of the Solicitor-General. 


We ask for this investigation as the 
implementation of new policies, rules and 
procedures put into place during the lock- 
down is in direct violation of the 
Corrections and Release Act (Section 74) 
and has resulted in an escalation of a 
Tepressive and uncertain atmosphere. These 


„policies have ensured that Collins Bay 


Institution is now a meaner, harsher place 


and that prisoners, staff and the public at” 


large will likely suffer as a consequence. 





In particular, regarding the January 
lockdown, we ask that the investigation 
look into the following matters: 


* the suspension of the Inmate 
Committee upon imposition of the lock- 
down on Jan. 14; 

* the timing involved in imposing lock- 
down conditions and in beginning a search 
of prisoners' calls; 

* the utility and legality of the placing 
of an officer in the open visiting area (while 
this area is already visually and auditorially 
monitored at all times); 

* the utility and legality of laying 
charges on prisoners for possession of arti- 
cles previously permitted for use and legal- 
ly purchased by prisoners and listed on 
their personal inventory lists; and the 
removal from the institution of those per- 
sonal effects (including such items as cloth- 
ing, photographs, books used for study 
purposes, eic.); 

* the denial of telephone and exercise 
privileges for the entire population during 
the lockdown; and 


* the limiting of 
meals to twice daily, 
with those meals 
served sometimes 
20 to 23 hours apart 
and with caloric 
intake below that 
required for proper 
nutrition and health ff 
(and in violation of 
UN policy regard- 
ing treatment of § 
prisoners). 

Further, we ask 
that the following 
matters be- 


gated: 


* the office of the Correctional 
Investigator. We ask that this office be 
replaced by an independent agency that can 
investigate such matters as this lockdown 
without interference from the Correctional 
Service. The Correctional Investigator’s 
refusal to involve itself in the January 1994 
lockdown after receiving requests to do so 
by parties both inside and outside the insti- 
tution is proof of its dependence upon the 
Correctional Service of Canada and its 
impotence as an investigative body; 

* overcrowding, double-bunking, racial 
tension, lack of trust and communication 
between prisoners and staff as well as 
between administration and staff, high insti- 
tutional unemployment, the conversion of 
former prisoner facilities to staff use and the 
switch in correctional policies from one 
focused on rehabilitation to a strictly custo- 
dial model as well the violation of visitors’ 
rights; 


* the inmate complaint procedure and 
inmate grievance system, which are, at pre- 
sent, but cosmetic coverups as the proce- 





dures usually support the original decision 
at all levels. In addition, responses to griev- 
ances from national headquarters are cur- 
rently running three to four months beyond 
the time period called for in regulations; 


* the current practice of charging 
and/or transferring prisoners solely on the 
basis of "reliable, secret information" from 
unnamed sources (a practice no longer 
accepted in Canadian courts of law). This 
practice must be immediately stopped; 


* the internal Preventive Security's 
apparent encouragement of informers to 
deal drugs, to involve themselves in illegal 
activities and to serve as agent provocateurs 
within the population, the reward being 
immunity to informers for their own illegal 
activities and recommendations for trans- 
fers to minimum security and/or early 
release. The resulting danger to prisoners, 
staff and the public at large is serious. 


We ask that this investigation be open 
and public and that submissions from pris- 
oners, their families and other interested 
parties be heard as well as those of staff and 
administrative personnel. 


Tony DeFosse 
and 312 prisoners 
Collins Bay Institution 






















Collins Bay warden 
corrected on details 


Collins Bay warden, Al Stevenson, was 
given the opportunity to respond to the petition 
in an article in The Whig-Standard. The follow- 
ing letter to the editor submitted to The Whig- 
Standard by Roy Glaremin in response to 
Stevenson's defense of the lockdown. 


I read with interest the story, “Warden 
defends decision for lockdown at Collins 
Bay” (March 17). I am imprisoned at Collins 
Bay. I have been here for eight years now. If 
the warden was quoted accurately in the 
story, then I suggest he seems to have pur- 
posely mislead your reporter. 

Attributed to our warden is the state- 
ment, “given the excess of items found dur- 
ing the lockdown, I deemed it necessary 
that we tidy up a bit.” This implies that the 
warden and his staff were not aware of 
what was in our cells prior to the lockdown, 
but I think that for months he and his staff 
had been planning a major operation to 
enforce restrictions of personal and cell 
effects. The warden decided to combine 
implementing the new policy of enforce- 
ment regarding our effects with the search 
for heroin on the first day of the lockdown. 
The actual search began three days later. 


Staff believed the heroin was in Three 
Block, yet Three Block was searched last — 
it is’ my understanding the search of Three 
Block began some 10 days after the lock- 
down began. The warden seemed more 
intent on clearing out our cells than he was 
on finding heroin. 

This is significant, because Parliament 
in its wisdom has not empowered wardens 
to search their entire prisons and strip 


search every prisoner in the process for the 
vague reasons the warden gave, namely, 
“to improve the quality of life” within the 
prison and “to tidy up a bit.” And I think 
the phrase “tidy up a bit” is far too modest 
to describe what took place during the 
lockdown. 


I understand that staff removed tons of 
personal possessions from our cells. All 
wooden shelves were removed, though the 
metal footlockers, medicine cabinets and 
shelves that are to replace the wooden ones 
are still months away from being issued 
and installed. If the objective of this mili- 
tary-like operation was “to improve the 
quality of life” within the prison, as the 
warden claims, then the operation failed. 
Everything from shaving to doing home- 





work has been made somewhat more diffi- 
cult as a direct result of the “search.” 


The warden defends his decisions in 
this matter by saying, “A thorough search 
of the inmates’ cells indicated excessive 
amounts of articles that could be a fort of 
commerce, for barter or trade." What does 
that mean to you? Imagine someone com- 
ing to your home and commenting on how 
much could you sell your clothes and furni- 
ture for, as though you had no other use for 
those things. By describing our belongings 
this way, the warden misrepresents us and 
misleads you, all in an attempt to defend 
his heavy-handed and I, think, reckless 
management of Collins Bay. 


The simple truth is that the warden 
exploited the accidental death of a well- 
liked and well-respected member of our 
population for his own purposes — anoth- 
er heroin overdose occurred just two weeks 
ago, but there was no search conducted as 
a result. 


The fire inspector the warden refers to 
did more than suggest "a cleanup" last fall. 
He made 55 specific recommendations on 
Oct. 15, 1993, saying he would conduct a fol- 
low-up inspection sometime after Feb. 15. 
The lockdown began on Jan. 14, just in time 
to allow our warden to force compliance 
with the bulk of those recommendations. 


The administration here did not make 
us aware of nor give us any opportunity to 
comply voluntarily with the inspector’s rec- 
ommendations. And when it came to forc- 
ing our compliance during the lockdown, 
the warden saw to it that the compliance 
was strict and immediate. This despite the 
fact that the fire inspector included the fol- 
lowing statement in the introduction to the 
report: “Please note that some items are eas- 
ily addressed relatively quickly, while oth- 
ers will require longer periods." 

The warden did not stop at implement- 


ing the fire inspector's recommendations. 

Just before the lockdown ended, he 
dictated new restrictions on recreation and 
movement within the prison. You see, the 
warden also has an increasingly dangerous 
overcrowding problem to contend with. 
Unfortunately for all concerned, his recent 
decisions have driven a wedge between 
prisoners and staff. This at a time when the 
overcrowding problem demands that rela- 
tions between these groups be as healthy as 
possible. And that is why I characterize the 
warden’s approach as heavy-handed and 
reckless. 


continued on page 18 


Forgive us 


Lucasville 


Due to an editing error, a name 
which was sent to us as a simple 
request for a copy was printed as the 
name of the author of the article 
"Lucasville — an inside view". We 
regret this eroi, as the article was 
submitted to us anonymously by an 
outside source. 


Escobar 


The first line was incomplete in Elizam 
Escobar’s article in the last issue, 
“Language, identity and liberation...”. 
The whole sentence reads: “Any critical 
discussion on the question of identity 
must remind us that the process of lib- 
eration is not only a process of self- 
determination and power but also an 
internal process of self-examination.” 








your support now 


I was charged with gang activity and 
placed in isolation (Control Unit) for orga- 
nizing a letter-writing campaign to state 
legislators in opposition to the proposed 
Super Max Prison here in Ohio, and for dis- 
cussing the possibility of helping to form a 
prisoners’ support group on the streets. It 
has become obvious that prisoncrats are 
trying to silence me, and are making an 
example out of me in an effort to discour- 
age and intimidate other prisoners from 
speaking out on prison issues. If I allow 
prisoncrats to silence me, then I am accept- 
ing my own oppression. If I allow prison- 
crats to use my case to intimidate other 
prisoners, then I will be participating in the 
oppression of others. I will not submit to 
these repressive campaigns to silence 
prison activists jailhouse lawyers. 

I have been on a hunger strike since 
January 31, 1994, protesting this bogus 
charge. I hope to focus some attention on 
the repressive tactics being used by prison- 
crats. Prisoners have no peaceful way to 
resolve grievances, and we are not even 
allowed to speak out on prison issues. This 
is why the Lucasville uprising happened. 
Prisoners have no recourse. 

I am asking for your support through 
letters of protest. Letters should be 
addressed to: 

Governor George Voinovich 

Vern Rifle Center for Government and the Arts 
77 South High St., 30th floor 

Columbus, OH 43266-0601 

(614) 466-3555 


Reginald A, Wilkinson, Director 


Hunger striker needs 





1050 Freeway Dr. N. 
Columbus, OH 43229 


(614) 431-2762 
William H. Dallman, Warden 
Lebanon Correctional Institution 
P.O. Box 56 
Lebanon, OH 45036 
(513) 932-1211 
I could desperately use some support 
in this struggle to stop this campaign of 
repression. e 
In solidarity 
Dan Cahill 8251-641 


P.O. Box 56 
Lebanon, OH 45036 




































Prisoner AIDS Support and Action Network 


talk minus 


Instead of implementing the Com- 
prehensive Strategy for HIV/AIDs in 
Prisons presented to them by PASAN 
(Prisoners with AIDS/HIV Support Action 
Network) in the summer of ‘92, the federal 
government and the Correctional Service of 
Canada (CSC) chose to commission the so- 
called Expert Committee on AIDS in 
Prisons (ECAP). It was another reflection of 
government failure to address the crisis for 
which concerned individuals and organiza- 
tions have criticized them for nearly a 
decade. As a result of ECAP mirroring the 
many recommendations of PASAN, the 
commission’s work was another waste of 
critical time and fiscal resources. 


It has been readily known that the 
majority of people entering provincial and 
federal prisons are in so-called “high-risk 
groups” exposed to HIV/AIDS. These are 
IV drug users (needle users) and those 
practising unsafe sex with many partners. 
It is essential therefore, that people entering 
prisons receive HIV testing, not only so 
that they may receive proper medical treat- 
ment but also in order to stop the prolifera- 
tion of the deadly virus. CSC however, 
refuses to acknowledge the necessity of 
encouraging and maintaining the confiden- 
tiality of prisoners’ health status. In fact, a 
law enacted in ‘92 demands that prison 
heads be informed of any communicable 
diseases prisoners may have when they are 
sent to the prison. This proves to be a deter- 
rent for prisoners asking that they be test- 
ed, as well as being a violation both of the 
prisoners’ rights and of the ethical code of 
health care practitioners. 


CSC AIDS re 





action - O 


Without a guarantee of confidentiality, 
prisoners testing positive for HIV/AIDS 
(PWA’s) are at risk in the chaotic and high- 
ly volatile atmosphere of prisons where the 
myths and misconceptions regarding 
HIV/AIDS further fears and cause vio- 
lence. Without confidentiality, PWA’s often 
have to be segregated to protect their lives. 
And if prisoners are not made aware of 
their illnesses, they cannot receive treat- 
ment, and could spread the disease inside 
prison, and ultimately upon their release to 
the community. 


Frontline CSC staff claim that it is nec- 
essary to know which prisoners are infect- 
ed in order to protect themselves from 
HIV/AIDS and other communicable dis- 
eases. In fact, they have every right to safe- 
ty in the workplace. However, assuming 
that CSC staff will not be engaging in sexu- 
al activity, nor sharing needles with prison- 
ers, their so-called “need to know” as they 
claim is simply not valid. The simple solu- 
tion to protecting themselves is to use uni- 
versal precautions, nothing more. End of 
argument. Universal precautions simply 
means that they be educated on the facts of 
communicable diseases. If health care staff 
can be educated, why not custodial staff as 
well? 


Overstepping the bounds of its man- 
date somewhat, ECAP took the step to 
assert that with more effective management 
of prisoners, there would be no risk of CSC 
staff contracting HIV/AIDS. Of course, 
more effective management of prisoners 
would require staff to stop using excessive 
force now so commonly used. It would 
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Ohio activists face 
“gang-related” charges 


The Department of Rehabilitation and 
Corrections (DORC) instituted a regulation 
prohibiting “gang-related activity.” This 
was implemented to fall in line with their 
overall theme to follow in the footsteps of 
California, Texas or Illinois and other states 
which have built Super Max prisons and 
focused on alleged “gangs” and “gang lead- 
ers” in prison. Ohio has gone so far as to 
manufacture gang members out of those 
who are not. 


The DORC's latest move has been to 
target political activists and jailhouse 
lawyers for “gang-related” charges for legit- 
imate legislative lobbying activities. Danny 
Cahill, a political and prison activist work- 


the handling o! oners and ceasing to 
perpetuate the tensions leading to fear and 
violence. Adopting and implementing poli- 

would result in the humane treat- 
ment by staff of their charges would also 
mean that CSC would first have to admit 
its current mismanagement of prisoners. It 
seems they are unwilling to do this. 


In its final report, ECAP asserts that it 
is commendable that CSC has come to real- 
ize the need for better HIV/AIDS educa- 
tion and peer counselling programs inside 
prisons. PASAN has said that it is pleased 
that the CSC has taken some important 
steps towards meeting the health care 
needs of prisoners. However, prison offi- 
cials were quick to back away from the 
ECAP report that the CSC commissioned. 
As a result, the very critical issues the 
report was to address — the confidentiality 
of testing and HIV status, needle exchange, 
compassionate release for PWAs — remain 
unaddressed and controversial. 


Meanwhile the rate of HIV among 
prisoners is ten times the rate for the gener- 
al public, The incidence of HIV/AIDS in 
prisons from January ‘92 to December “93 
nearly doubled. With the deterrents from 
being tested, the official rate of infection is 
obviously lower than the real level of infec- 
tion, which would be revealed by univer- 
sal, but confidential testing. 


Therefore, it is obvious that without 
proper education, preventative measures, 
effective treatment, as well as confidentiali- 
ty of HIV status and humane management 
of prisoners, offenders are being sentenced 
to death. And they claim that there is no 
death penalty in Canada! < 
Zoltan Lugosi for PASAN 
Millhaven Penitentiary 


Write: 
PASAN 


517 College St. #327 
Toronto, Ont M6G 4A2 





ing toward prison reform by legitimate 
means such as lobbying State legislators 
was charged with the infraction, “gang- 
related activity” for advocating an Ohio 
Prisoners’ Rights Union and receiving 
‘American Correctional Association material 
from C.U.R.E. Cahill was placed in Local 
Control (6 months solitary) at Madison 
Correctional Institute in Ohio for this. He 
started a fast in protest and after 38 days 
was transferred to Lebanon Correctional 
Institution. We drafted a citizens' lobby let- 
ter protesting the implementation of a 
Super Max Prison in Ohio, as well as a fact 
sheet. Copies of these were made and sent, 
along with Anarchist Black Cross (A.B.C.) 
proposals, to Danny at Lebanon. These 
items were confiscated and Danny infracted 
again for “gang related activity” and placed 
in Local Control. Danny again began a fast 
and as of February, 11, 1994 was 14 days 
into it. He will remain on it until released 
from L.C. 


The blatant political repression by the 
use of a ^gang-related activity" rule infrac- 
tion must be stopped. Litigation is pending 
but we call on all activists, inside and out, 
to take the time to write a protest letter 
regarding distorted usage of this rule and 
Danny Cahill's treatment. The names and 
addresses for protest letters are at the bot- 
tom of Cahill's article elsewhere on this 
page. © 
John Perotti 
P.O. Box 1368 #167712 



















































In January, Los Angeles County dis- 
trict attorney Gil Garcetti said that he 
would re-examine evidence in the mur- 
der case which has kept former Black 
Panther Geronimo ji-Jaga Pratt in prison 
for 22 years. Pratt and his supporters 
have always said that his conviction for 
the murder of a woman was part of the 
COINTELPRO campaign waged against 
the Black Panthers in order to disrupt 
their political work. The FBI’s own wire- 
taps confirm that Pratt was three hours 
away in Oakland at the time of the 
shooting, but the wiretap evidence has 
been disallowed. . The evidence clearing 
Pratt has been well known for years, but 
it has always been rejected as a basis for 
a new trial. And he has been refused 
parole 12 times, in spite of massive com- 
munity support. 

According to the Los Angeles Times, a 
report on Pratt’s case by lay minister Jim 
McClosky, of the New Jersey-based 
Centurion Ministries, along with 
requests from two U.S. Congressional 
Representatives, was instrumental in 
getting the evidence re-examined. 


Former Panthers Bobby Seale and 
David Hilliard, have signed recent affi- 
davits confirming that Pratt was in 
Oakland at the time of the murder. Seale 
and Hilliard were feuding with Pratt at 
the time of his trial and would not testify 
on his behalf, thus revealing an amazing 
lack of political and personal principle. 
Pratt and his supporters still have a 
big fight ahead of them in their quest for 
justice. For more information, contact: 
Justice for Geronimo Campaign 
214 Duboce Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
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We are all familiar with the current. 
rise of white si ist/skinhead orga- 
nizations and activities out in the land, 
but it seems as though they are also grow- 


bold within the prisons; even prisons such 
"as Trenton State Prison, New Jersey, 
which is predominately people of color. 

Just as prisons served as recruiting, 
grounds for organizations such as the 
Black Liberation Army and other militant 
formations, they are also used as grounds 
of recruitment for white supremacist 
organizations like the aryan brotherhood 
and nazi skinheads. The only difference is 
that the motives of the various Black radi- 
cal organizations are righteously fighting 
for liberation, and the white supremacist 
motives are geared towards race domina- 
tion and carrying the same legacy of 
white supremacy that the country was 
founded on in the first place. 

With the prison population becom- 
ing younger and younger each year, we 
are faced with a generation of highly 
impressionable youth of all nationalities, 
with a lot of time, but not much produc- 
tivity to occupy their minds. Such a set- 
ting leaves them open to teachings of 
new ideas. Subsequently, they will adopt 
philosophical-ideologies based upon 
whatever it is they are being taught by 
their fellow prisoners. 

This is what We have here at Trenton 
with a rapidly growing skinhead trend. 
They have reached the point where they 
feel comfortable enough to adopt initiation 
rights directing all of their recruits to kill 
noted Black prisoners indiscriminately in 
order to receive tattoos of swastika sym- 
bols, and to be accepted within their ranks. 


Initiation rites 


The question We are faced with is 
should We allow these racist groups to 
organize and recruit openly without chal- 
lenge; should We allow them to spread 
their racist venom to,the young White 
impressionables who might not otherwise 
be leaning in that direction? If white 
supremacists could organize freely in a 
prison that is 95% Black, then it aint no 
sense in calling ourselves men let alone 


Skinhead attacked; 
Ojore framed 


ing and. becoming more confidentand. 





politico, for if We don’t pay now, We'll def- 
initely pay later, after they've taken their 
racist agenda to the land and executed it 
against Our people as they've been doing. 
| On$5 November + 
9:30 AM a reputed leader of the skinheads 
was ambushed and severely brutalized 
after being placed in the infamous man- 
agement control unit (MCU) as a result of 
white supremacist activities in general 
population. After the Brothers was fin- 
ished working on him, the skinhead was 
scraped off the ground unconscious with 
blood everywhere, placed on a stretcher, 
and rushed to the outside hospital where 
he remains today, a week later, reported in 
critical condition. 

In response, the administration along 
with its fascistic internal affairs unit, 
locked up everybody who was in the 
yard, even though they are aware of the 
fact that only a few prisoners were actual- 
ly involved. Amongst those that were 
locked up, found guilty, and sanctioned to 
punitive lock-up was P.O.W. Ojore Lutalo; 
though a guard tower pig who observed 
the incident knew full well he had 
absolutely nothing to do with this action, 
and played no part whatsoever. 

Realizing that these types of cowardly 
klan outfits would not be tolerated in 
Trenton State Prison, the officials here 
rounded up all of their known members, 
and promptly placed them in protective 
custody. 

As to those who participated in this 
righteous act, they should be commended 
wholeheartedly by all concerned. These 
racist white supremacist organizations 
shouldn’t be able to co-exist peacefully 
nowhere in the prison system; they 
shouldn’t even be in protective custody. 
Everywhere they go they should feel the 
flames of the Black Dragon breathing 
down their neck, in what Malcolm 
described as maximum retaliation. se 
-Freedom or Death!! 

Hatari wa'Haki SP 78901 
CN 861 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

















































Lorenzo Komboa Ervin 
convicted — appeal 


underway 


On February 22, 1994, Lorenzo Kom- 
boa Ervin, a former POW in Marion, and 
Clifford Eberhardt, a Black newspaper edi- 
tor, were convicted in a criminal show trial 
with a kangaroo court atmosphere of 
charges going back to May, 1993 when a 
demonstration against police brutality was 
attacked by the police. Six others arrested at 
the same time were found not guilty. 


On February 5, 1993, 8 white cops from 
the Chattanooga, TN area beat and choked 
Black motorist Larry Powell after stopping 
him for an alleged traffic violation. 
Eyewitnesses to the killing say that Powell 
was not resisting arrest at all, that his arms 
and legs were shackled, and that the cops 
beat and killed him just for sport. 


This was clearly a racist killing and 
abuse of force. The cops admit choking 
Powell four times, twice with “v-holds” or 
arms locks around the throat, and then two 
Other times with a nightstick. It was the 18th 
death of a Black man in custody since 1980 
and the 25th death of a civilian by local 
police. 

The Black community responded with 
a number of protest demonstrations and 
demands for prosecution. The chief prose- 
cutor for Hamilton County eventually sent 
it to a special session of the county grand 
jury. The grand jury made a media circus of 
the case, and only called police and other 
hostile witnesses. They leaked testimony 
from the police and psychiatrists to the 
media and, not surprisingly, they found 
that the cops were "only doing their jobs." 

The day after the ate apoa 

itizens for Justice and th "T Hoc 
Coalition Against Racism and Police 
Brutality held a day-long vigil against the 
grand jury verdict and continued to call for 
prosecution of the killer cops, and an inves- 
tigation of the grand jury itself. They pub- 
licly stated that they were going to hold 
hearings for the rest of that week at the 
county court building. But the cops, in 
response to the public embarrassment of the 
demonstration against police brutality, then 
hurriedly rushed to hold its own counter- 
demonstration the next day, called a 
“memorial to fallen police officers". The 
very idea of the cops sanctimoniously talk- 
ing about 25 pigs who have died over the 
last century, while they have killed that 
many civilians since 1980, enraged the com- 
munity even more. And when a group of 
protestors who were having an impromptu 
rally against police brutality converged on 
the so-called “memorial” and chanted “Stop 
killer cops!”, eight of them were arrested. 


Komboa Ervin and Clifford Eberhardt 
are now facing six months in the county jail. 
This is the same jail where many people 
have been murdered over the years. Roy E. 
Hill died when he was denied medical 
treatment and was refused a trip to the hos- 
pital for coronary problems. This is similar 
to how Rosalind Bradford was allowed to 
die of a tubular pregnancy at the jail in 
1987; how Wadie Suttles was murdered in 
1983; how Claiborne Owens was hanged; 
and so many others killed by local cops in 
the most grotesque fashion. Although no 
cop has served a day in jail for the murder 
of these civilians, Ervin and Eberhardt face 
prison for protesting these killings. 
Imprisonment in this jail could well be a 
death sentence, especially for a controver- 
sial fighter like Komboa Ervin. 


There has been a gross miscarriage of 
justice in Chattanooga. Ervin and Eberhardt 
intend to appeal this case to get their unjust 
convictions overtumed, but they need your 
help. The appeal will costs $2,000, and will 
probably only be decided in the State 
Supreme Court. Will you make whatever 


H 


donation possible in this case to: 
John Johnson, Treasurer 
Chattanooga 8 Defense Committee 
East Tennessee Black Cross 

P.O. Box 281 

Chattanooga, TN 37404 «« 


info from Journal of Anarchy and Black 
Revolution 
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Founding conference of the Association 
in Defence of the Wrongly Convicted 















darity movement. 


Defence of the Wrongly Convicted. 















































Editor's Note: Longtime prison activist Claire Culhane has agreed to write a regular column 
for Prison News Service. Claire's Vancouver-based Prisoners’ Rights Group holds as its motto, 
"We can't change prisons without changing society. We know that this is a long and dangerous 
struggle. But the more who are involved in it, the less dangerous and the more possible it vill be." 
PNS welcomes Claire Culhane, not only because of her dedication and activism, but also to 
improve our Canadian coverage and thereby strengthen the Canadian anti-prison and prison soli- 


This issue Claire covers the Conference held recently by the newly-formed Association in 


Tt was reckoned that the seven 
persons (who included Donald 
Marshall, David Milgaard, Rubin 
“Hurricane” Carter, Anne Ma- 
guire)* occupying the platform at 
the February 1994 Toronto 
Conference, represented a com- 
bined total of 115 lost years. 


The first conference of the 




















Association in Defence of the 
Wrongly Convicted (AIDWYC) 
drew an audience of 400, most of 































































































whom remained till the very end. 
This was viewed as a tribute to the 
organizers of AIDWYC, and to the 
topic under discussion. 

Inasmuch as the present refer- 
ral procedure under Section 690 of 
the Criminal Code — based on rec- 
ommendations of the Donald 
Marshall Royal Commission — had 
proven to be inadequate, an inde- 
pendent review Board was AID- 


power to compel witnesses to 
attend; to have unhindered access 
to all documents and reports per- 
taining to the original investigation; 
and to review and investigate each 
case referred to it; and to make 
binding recommendations. Best of 
all, in these days of secret govern- 
ment documents, the report of the 
Board is to be a public document. 


A hint of compromise 
appeared to occur in the proposal 
regarding compensation, when it 
concluded that "The Board shall 
review the individual's case and 
decide what compensation, if any, 
should be granted." One is left to 
wonder why the addition of the 





















phrase: “if any"? How can anyone every be 
truly compensated for ANY time spent 
“wrongfully imprisoned"? 

The stated goals of the AIDWYC are to: 


1. Champion cases of wrongful convic- 
tion. 


2. Fund investigation into cases of wrong- 
ful conviction. 

3. Provide free legal assistance to persons 
wrongly convicted. 

4. Provide vital support and counselling 
for the wrongly convicted. 

5. Make representations to governments 
on reforms to the justice system. 

The diverse Sponsors of this Asso- 
ciation (AIDWYC) are not ones which are 
often seen on the same list, and are worthy 
of mention: 

Canadian Bar Association — Ontario 
Criminal Lawyers' Association 
The Law Union of Ontario 


The Church Council on Justice & 
Corrections 


The Quaker Committee on Jails & Justice 
The John Howard Society — Manitoba 

As soon as word was out about the for- 
mation of this Association and its ultimate 
goals as they related to exposing, support- 
ing and freeing those prisoners who had 
never ceased to protest their innocence, but 
who never had (and still did not have) fhe 
ue all the legal and inves- 





Court's permission for an appeal, or a new 
trial — letters poured in from prisoners 
across the country pleading to be able to 
present their own unjust situations. 


Frustration 


For my part — as a self-appointed 
advocate of "helping prisoners help them- 
selves" over these past eighteen years, it 
was a terribly frustrating position in which 
to find myself. I neither liked it nor could I 
do anything about it — other than to try 
and explain to these prisoners the fact that 
the AIDWYC had first to establish itself by 
holding such a Conference. It would then 
have the credibility to set in place proce- 
dures to accept their applications. I can only 
hope it helped some of them overcome their 





initial disappointment. 

To digress for a moment from the 
telling of AIDWYC's Conference, it was dis- 
turbing to have to listen to the number of 
negative reactions from people who would 
insist: ^Oh, come on, they'll all say they're 
innocent, given such an opportunity." Not 
so! My experience visiting prisoners and lis- 
tening to their stories has shown that those 
who have reached the point of no return 
simply do not talk about it anymore. 
Probably hurts too much. And they don't 
want to be considered a ^whiner.' Unless 
presented with an opportunity to success- 
fully fight their case, they just do their time. 

Another less well known factor is the 
peer pressure which faces those who would 
try to “phoney” their own situation. 
Imagine the fury of those prisoners who are 
genuinely wrongly convicted, when they 
see their own last chance of freedom fly out 
the window, only because of the games 
played by another. 


To return to the AIDWYC Conference, 
as pressure mounted to take advantage of 
the media mileage and present to the 
Conference "as our first case a strong factu- 
al basis in favour of the accused" (in the 
words of Commissioner Gregory T. Evans 
who had been on the Donald Marshall 
Commission) a careful search was made for 
such a candidate. 


First campaign 


Donzel Young, a Jamaican immigrant 
— incorrectly referred to as an ‘illegal 
immigrant' as he personally explained to 
me later when I visited him back at Collins 
Bay Institution, was that candidate. He 
insisted he could produce his passport, offi- 
cially stamped on entry to Canada. The con- 
fusion probably arose because he was in the 


process of renewingvit aie cme of his 
arrest, 


Finally, after a sub-committee of ATD® 
WYC completed a thorough examination of 


second degree murder, sentenced to life 
imprisonment without parole eligibility for 
15 years, they recommended him, 
believing there was ample evidertée to sug- 
gest another suspect was the guilty party 
(since killed in a gun fight). 

Donzel Young was selected as the 
wrongly convicted prisoner to be featured 
at the AIDWYC Conference. A Pass was 
obtained so he could attend it, in person. 
My personal impression was that he suc- 
ceeded in proving his integrity. 

Without detracting from the 
Conference's success, I would have to admit 
to a twinge of regret that no time was allot- 
ted to translate the knowledge acquired and 
the good-will of the audience into some 


continued on next page 












The Corrections and Conditional Release Act: 
not worth the paper it's printed on 


The Corrections and Conditional 
Release Act (Bill C-36) is a masterful piece 
of legalese passed in 1992 outlining the 
humane control and care of prisoners and 
the safety of the Canadian public. The only 
problem with this law is that it is not being 
read or enforced. 


You could ask any member of the 
Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) what 
the first section of the Act says and they 
would not know. This is ironic because it 
outlines that all staff members shall be 
familiar with the Act and all other regula- 
tions. I guess they consider that being 
familiar with it means simply knowing it 
exists. It makes me wonder just what rules 
they are following. 


The Correctional Investigator, who is 
responsible for resolving disputes between 
prisoners and CSC, has not read the Act. 
This makes it very frustrating for prisoners 
when they call for help and have to 


explain the law to the very people charged 
with assisting them. Add to that the fact 


that the Correctional Investigator only has 
the power to recommend, so the CSC does 
not have to even listen to them, and you 
are asking for abuse. 


The Act outlines very specific guide- 
lines for search and seizure. Even though 
we have made CSC aware of these proce- 
dures they continue to break them. They 
consider the law too restrictive for expedi- 
ency and even used the excuse that their 
failure to comply was an oversight. I guess 
only for government is ignorance of the 
law an excuse. 


The Act says that CSC shall not nor- 
mally open or read prisoner mail. This is 
flagrantly disregarded each and every day 
as a matter of routine course. Visits and 
Correspondence opens all prisoner mail 
and the school opens and reads assign- 
ments to record marks. Our legal right is 





superseded by CSC's right to statistics. 
The school even goes further by intercept- 
ing or returning mail which they feel could 
loosen their Nazi-like and illegal grip on 
prisoner education. 

The Act says that an informal resolu- 
tion must be tried before a charge is laid. 
In fact, a disciplinary charge is to be the 
final option. Here the informal resolution 
is non-existent and charges are summarily 
dispatched like parking tickets. 

All of these problems caused by CSC’s 
questionable literacy skills could be solved 
if someone was responsible for enforcing 
the Act. The sad part is that the very peo- 
ple who have not even read it are responsi- 
ble for its enforcement. Those prisoners 
educated enough to raise these concerns 
with CSC's regional and national offices 
often receive ludicrous, inane, and out- 
right stupid responses. They are referred 
right back to the same individuals who 


break the law, for resolution making any 
accountability an elusive myth. Hell hath 
no fury like a bureaucracy protecting itself. 


Finally, CSC makes prisoner rehabili- 
tation impossible when they set such a 
poor example by openly breaking and 
showing disdain and disrespect for the law 
which governs how they are to operate. 
There can be no public safety or humane 
control and care of prisoners in Canada 
until the the Corrections and Conditional 
Release Act is read and enforced properly. 
Therefore, until those who are to adminis- 
ter it, read it and those who authored it, 
enforce it, the Act is not worth the paper 
it's printed on. 

Lenard Hall 

Box 760 

Campbellford, Ont KOL 110 


Attention Canadian prisoners: It seems as 
though this new act has lots of potential for 
prisoners, but its benefits will have to be fought 
for. Let us know if legal challenges based on 
this act have been, or are being taken forward 
either internally, or to an outside court. We 
will collect relevant information in this regard, 
and make what use of it you think is relevant . 


Thanks, Bulldozer 
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Surviving prison 
Rage and violence ... 


Recent decades have seen a prolif- 
eration of written material and self-help 
groups to address various human con- 
ditions. At the same time there has been 
an increase in prisons and people inside 
them. An analysis of the human condi- 
tion inside the prisons compels me to 
use my own experience to create an 


open dialogue toward the empower- 
ment of prisoners and the development 
of a practical guide to survival in pris- 
ons and hopefully transformation. This 
is the second in a series that is general 
in nature but specific to the needs of 
prisoners. -Zoltan Lugosi 


Far too often I've met people off and 
on throughout the penal system who began 
their “life on the installment plan” in pris- 
ons much the same as I did. In the begin- 
ning, the crimes are usually minor and the 
sentences short. But it is as though some 
people's destiny is to become raw material 
for the state industry known as the crimi- 
nal justice system. Our individual paths 
certainly vary at times, but they always 
begin and end in the same places — train- 
ing schools, jails, psychiatric facilities and 
the penitentiaries. This deadly cycle is 
symptomatic of the revolving door syn- 
drome in which prisoners become products 
of the environment that they sustain. The 
senseless machines that damage our 
human-ness and dignity. Ultimate state 
control, where people are reduced to social 
waste. Together we can break the cycle and 
smash the machine. 


We don't have to look too hard to 
understand the lives of fallen comrades like 
Jack Abbott, Gary Gilmore and 
'Moore* and to develop an idea of what to 
resist while inside prison. This trio of 
"state-raised (so-called) cons" are indica- 
tive of the many, many people who are 
increasingly damaged by the prison 
machine which perpetuates the violence it 
claims to arrest. The stories of their lives 
are a permanent record that it is not in the 
best interests of the state to rehabilitate 
errants. The deaths of Jack, Gary, and 
Shaggie are an ugly reflection of the pathet- 
ic society that locks people away because of 
fear and apathy. We must no longer suc- 
cumb to the states' violence but must take 
back control of our lives, even while 
imprisoned. 

Perhaps the single-most error of pris- 
oners is reacting to provocation. No doubt 
anyone will react to abusive authority, 
degradation and humiliation. While there 
are choices of how one reacts, prisoners 
usually react inappropriately, which then 
results in over-use of force, arbitrary insti- 
tutional charges and lengthy periods in 
segregation. These extreme measures foster 
the environment in which prisoners then 
intensify their resentment and rage, which 
is certainly not conducive to either individ- 
ual or collective well-being. 


There are alternatives to over-reactions 














to provocation. There are techniques to 
confront the keepers when necessary. And 
there are better ways to express the frustra- 
tion and rage of prisoners instead of serv- 
ing more time under harsher conditions 
while preventing the beatings wherein pris- 
oners can't win. Each situation is unique, as 
is each individual, but think before you 
react. Ask yourself what good could come 
out of throwing back the shit that has been 
dumped on you. Keep your objectives in 
mind and focus on your priorities. It is not 
necessary to continue the cycle of violence. 


Usual targets of provocation are pris- 
oners who are vulnerable and those who 
have a record of reacting to provocation. 
Remember that your keepers usually have 
no idea what you are about and most of the 
time do not see prisoners as people. 
Therefore, their attacks are not personal but 
merely an expression of their own fears 
and rage of frustration, and must be 
viewed as such. Of course, repeated attacks 
on a prisoner can be of a personal nature, 
but inappropriate reactions produce the 
same results. There is usually a legal means 
for a prisoner to use against any type of 
abuse but there is much to be considered 
before one should make use of them. 


Making formal complaint, the method 
and effectiveness and possible reprisals are 
issues that vary between prison systems. 
This subject presents another of those situa- 
tions where prisoners interested in, or hav- 
ing practical experience in making formal 
complaints are encouraged to contact this 
writer through PNS. (This goes particularly 
for Canadian prisoners — Bulldozer.) 
Together we might be able to produce a 
strategy and guide for others to use. This 


The best possible means to avoid provoca- 
tion is by keeping a low profile. During those 
times when keepers seem particularly agitated, 
keep out of their line of sight. Have no interac- 
tion with them unless it is absolutely necessary. 
The keepers are less likely to target prisoners 
who maintain self-control, ask them for nothing 
and do not respond to verbal abuse. The 
machine is not together enough, nor is it able to 
conspire against everyone individually. Always 
keep your back straight, keep your head up and 
never compromise your principles. Have no 
expectations of respect from your keepers but 
always maintain self-respect in word, thought 
and deed. Keep to your own business unless 
absolutely necessary, follow the rules and rou- 
tine no matter how stupid they may seem unless 
there is a collective struggle against them going 
on, and bring the least amount of attention to 


Expecting the least 

Expecting the least from the prison system 
is the best way to prevent frustration. Prisons 
belong to the kind of bureaucracy where every- 
thing that could possibly go wrong, will. While 
developed to deal with human beings, they are 
lifeless machines where hardly anything makes 
sense and if something seems logical and rea- 
sonable, it most likely will not be happening for 


very long. The machine has no capacity to 
understand that most prisoners will eventually 
be released even if a sentence is relatively short. 
Thus, all paperwork takes time and prisoners 
should make sure to keep a personal record of 
all forms and applications submitted, dates and 
names of interviews and hearings and any deal- 
ing with the officials. Important decisions of the 
bureaucracy always takes time (often a form of 
provocation to see the reaction of a prisoner) 
and at times there is nothing to look forward to 
but your release date. Anything besides that is 
gravy. Frustration soon turns to rage and must 
either be avoided or expressed appropriately. 
‘Try sports, meditation, talking to friends, any- 
thing that will burn off the negative energy. 
Keep your cool and develop patience. This is far 
easier said than done, but start somewhere now. 

Developing and maintaining a positive 
mental attitude is an excellent way to use 
your time instead of serving it. Being 
locked up for days, weeks, months and 
years on end is not the most ideal situation 
to get into the best frame of mind, but 
being healthy with all your faculties intact 
is sometimes far better than some have it in 
society. While most prisoners can look for- 
ward to being out one day, some people 
who have never been locked up remain 
prisoners forever. Being in prison can be as 
much a state of mind as being physically 
locked up. Try to find the positive in every 
situation, no matter how negative things 
may appear. It might be a rainy day, but 
rain is a must for the grass and flowers to 
grow. Enduring hardship can make people 
grow stronger in order to survive worse sit- 
uations. Always look on the bright side. 
They can put people in jail but they can’t 
jail the mind or the spirit. 


Prison violence 


There’s no denying the violence of 
prisons. We must also accept and deal with 
the fact that we often lived violent lives in 
the community. Violence is not only an 
environmental hazard but personal behav- 
iour as well. It is a learned behaviour, 
induced by feelings of anger. fear and loss. 











lence must be completely avoided and to 
do this, we must use alternatives to vio- 
lence. A couple of decades ago, the 
American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) responded to a New York prisoner 
group's request to develop a program. This 
most effective Quaker initiative has to date 
assisted many errants to avoid violence 


OK son 


YOU RE FREE TO 
Go Now GET 
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and assist them in their desire to change 
their lifestlyes, attitudes and behaviours. 
This program is now offered to most North 
American prisoners for the asking and can 
be brought to any prison by request. The 
Alternatives to Violence prograr ias 
proved successful for participants commit- 
ted to change. For more information about 
the program, write to one of the addresses 
provided below, or talk to the prison chap- 
lain about your interest. 

There are many negative aspects of 
prisons. Without self-control, they cause 
prisoners to over-react to provocation, 
become impatient and rage with frustra- 
tion, remain in a completely negative mode 
and simply perpetuate cycles of violence. 
Each prisoner must develop and use their 
individual methods to counteract those 
aspects of prison which further damage 
already damaged human beings. Hope- 
fully, some of this and future articles in this 
series will point you in a good direction. e 
Zoltan Lugosi 
Box 22 
Kingston, Ont K7L 4V7 


(Zoltan will be out by the end of June.) 


* Jack Abbot spent more than a decade 
in solitary and special handling units, most 
of his short life in prisons and began his 
“career” in training school. Referring to 
himself in his published work In the Belly of 
the Beast as a “state-raised con”, he made 
parole and his failure to adjust to society 
caused his death in a hail of police bullets. 


Gary Gilmore, who knew Jack, lived a 
similar existence and asked to be executed 
so that he would stop hurting others and 
end his own pain. 

Shaggie Moore, abused in a youth 
penal facility went on to be declared a dan- 
gerous offender spending most of her years 
in institutions and prisons to eventually 
commit suicide in her desperation to end 
her pain. 

For information about the Alternatives 











Bill McMechan 
R.R. #2 
Hastings, Ont KOL 1Y0 


For the Alternatives to Violence program in 
the U.S, write: 





cfo John Shuford 
103 Dalwin Dr. 
Drover, DE 19901 


































































































AIDWYTC continued from pg 6 


concrete action. 


My proposal for a peaceful, non-vio- 
lent action at the gates of some local prison 
where a known, wrongly convicted prison- 
er was being held, was nipped in the 
proverbial bud. “Action,” it seems, is still a 
dirty word in most circles. 

My final query as to whether the num- 
ber of years already served by all the 
wrongly convicted prisoners in both 
Canada and the United States were to be 
added to the number of their combined 
years still to be served, could it conceivably 


total 115,000 years?? 


Both Rubin Carter and David Milgaard 
agreed it would be a reasonable estimate to 
make. 


And they should know. 


Claire Culhane 
Prisoners’ Rights Group 
303 - 2075 E. 12th Ave. 
Vancouver, B.C. V5N 249 

* Donald Marshall and David Milgard 
were both released after spending many 
years in prison in Canada after wrongful 
convictions for murder. “Hurricane” Carter 
was world heavy weight Boxing Champion 


when he was imprisoned in New Jersey for 
murder in the late ‘60s. And Anne Maguire 
worked for many years on behalf of her 
family members who were wrongfully 
imprisoned for a bombing in England. 

PNS Note:: The AIDWYC Conference 
also presented the Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee-Canada with an opportunity to 
raise awareness and strengthen the 
Canadian pressure on the U.S. to free the 
wrongly convicted AIM warrior Leonard 
Peltier. Leonard's Canadian defense lawyer, 
Dianne Martin, who was also one of the 
conference organizers, asked for a U.S. 
branch of the AIDWYC to "adopt" 
Leonard. Additionally, support was 


received from conference attendees to aid 
the upcoming Canadian Government 
Ministers' delegation to Clinton in its call 
for executive clemency for Leonard, or at 
least a new extradition hearing in Canada, 
as Leonard's 1976 extradition to the U.S. 
was based on fraudulent evidence. 
AIDWYC at this point of time will limit 
itself to Canadian cases. Anyone knowing 
of any similar group in the U.S. should con- 
tact Bulldozer. Write: 
AIDWYC 
100 Consilium PI. Ste 8303 
Scarborough, Ont M1H 383 





— 


Page 8 


March/April 1994 


Prison News Service 





Women prisoners with AIDS face death and abuse at Chowchilla 


Coalition and prisoners fight for better health 


3an Francisco, March 10 - Despite a 
demonstration of over 100 people at the 
gates of Chowchilla prison on January 29 for 
better health care, the daily medical neglect 
and abuse continues unabated. Since the 
beginning of the year, three women prison- 
ers, two of whom had AIDS, have died at 
the Central California Women's Facility at 
Chowchilla (Chowchilla prison). 


The recent deaths of Sonja Stapels, 
Molly Reyes and Jackie Jenkins sparked a 
public outcry for an immediate, impartial 
legislative investigation. The Coalition to 
Support Women Prisoners at Chowchilla 
called this week upon the State Assembly 
Committee on Public Safety to begin an 
immediate investigation into both the 
deaths and the quality of medical care at the 
prison. (Last year, the Public Safety 
Committee’s scathing report on medical care 
at the California Medical Facility at Vacaville 
sparked substantive changes at that prison.) 


Sonja Stapels died on January 2, 1994, 
of AIDS-related pneumonia and other com- 


Dropping 
like flies 


Another death at Central California 
Women’s Facility! 


On February 24th, 1994 at about 
11:20 p.m., Molly Reyes began to die 
here at Central California Women’s 
Facility. Molly began to throw up blood 
and some kind of inside body tissue in 
great amounts. The officer that was 
working in the building, Unit 511, did all 
he could to get help for Molly. He did his 
job and called medical staff. I have been 
informed th 
respond for one hour. The officer called 
five or six places trying all in his power 
to get Molly Reyes help as soon as he 
could. 


The statement that it took the med- 
ical department one hour to respond 
was given by Molly's room mates. This 
is outrageous! The room mates were 
doing all they could do, they pulled 
globs of blood and tissue out of her 
mouth. When medical did respond the 
inmate (Molly Reyes) was taken to the 
makeshift infirmary. The room mates 
were informed that Molly was dead at 
3:00 a.m. on the morning of the 25th of 
February 1994, Which the room mates 
don’t believe, they feel she died in the 
room with them. 


At 8:00 a.m. February 25th, 1994, 
one of Reyes’ room mates that was very 
close to her called Molly's family to say 
how sorry she was. Hold on to your 
seats! The family had not been informed 
of their loved one's death! This cause 
the inmate who called much pain. A 
pain so great that I can not begin to put 
iton paper. 

On top of losing a good friend, and 
a good room mate, the women in build- 
ing 511 room one was dealt another 
blow. They had to clean up their dead 
peer’s blood! Molly Reyes was 50 years 
old, what a waste! What awful pain she 
must have been in, what kind of night- 
mares will her room mates have? How 
many more women will have to die for 
someone to wake up to the medical hor- 
rors that are going on in the name of jus- 
tice, here at Central California Women’s 
Facility. Will the next one be a friend of 
yours, or your daughter, wife, mother, 
sister, grandmother, your lover? Only 
time will tell. <e 
Joann Walker 
W17572, C509-19-2L 
P.O. Box 1508 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

















pleations. Stapels was not discovered to be 
HIV+ until two weeks before she died. Her 
cellmates tried in vain for over a month to 
bring her poor condition to the attention of 
medical staff. She never received any pre- 
ventive care, monitoring or treatment which 
may have extended her life. Jackie Jenkins, a 
woman living with AIDS, became very ill 
after working with pesticides on the prisonn 
farm for nine months. Her cellmates tried 
unsuccessfully to get her appropriate care 
and later compassionate release. Jenkins was 


where she died at the beginning of March 
from Kaposi's Sarcoma and other AIDS- 
related complications. Molly Reyes suffered 
an internal organ rupture and was violently 
vomiting blood all over her cell. She and her 
cellmates had to scream for over an hour to 
getany medical attention. Reyes was finally 
placed in the infirmary and died shortly 
thereafter. 


Unfortunately, death and medical 
neglect are nothing new to women prisoners 
at Chowchilla. Women inside often have a 3- 





finally taken to a hospital in a nearby town 



























Statement from the women at Chowchilla 


Warm greetings to the wonderful people who have taken out time to help us with our 
struggle by coming to this demonstration. The struggles of the HIV/AIDS incarcerated 
women at the Central California Women's Facility are many and hard. This prison is a 
fraud! The public thinks we are children in Chowchilla, just having a gang of fun! The pub- 
lic relations official here, Tobe Wong, says that HIV+ women prisoners expect a luxury hotel. 
Wrong! We the women of Chowchilla are struggling day by day just for what everyone else 
outside the gate to hell take for granted. LIFE! 


The conditions here are a nightmare! We are treated as subhumans — the officers (not all 
but most) talk to us as if we were dogs. The medical treatment is the biggest joke around. 
The food is not edible and our mail is tampered with day in and day out. The grievance sys- 
tem is a farce. These are only a few of the horrors of Chowchilla. 


Remember the saying, “In order to be a good politican, you have to be a good liar.” 
Sterling O’Ran, the so-called ombudsman of the California Department of Corrections, 
should run for Governor. The man lies with a smile! Mr. O'Ran visited Chowchilla and 
made an outrageous number of empty promises, none of which have come true. 


The prison gets $22,000 a year to house one non-HIV infected prisoner. It costs about 
three times that amount to incarcerate prisoners with HIV and AIDS. Yet, prisoners have to 
pay for our teeth, glasses, cold medication! Where is all the money going? The pay for slave 
labor here starts at $.08 per hour and may go as high as $.15 for work that would cost the 
state millions of dollars if they hired someone from the outside. The system is getting rich 
while we suffer. 


Yes, Chowchilla is a medical hell hole. There's no doubt about that. We need better 
medical care, high nutritional diets and a caring, compassionate AIDS doctor. We need early 
release for all prisoners with AIDS and other terminal illnesses. 


The beginning of this year brought tears, smiles and laughter to the incarcerated 
women at Chowchilla. Betty Jo Ross was released to her loving mother. It took the efforts of 
all the incarcerated women here, and the outcry, letters and public pressure from the out- 
side. You have our deepest gratitude for all the support you have given to this fight. 


The release of Betty Jo Ross was a huge battle to be won. But the war is not over. We 
hope that you will continue to support us in the days ahead as we fight together for quality 
health care and a better life for women prisoners. = 





4 week wait to see the doctor who is a 
retired pediatrician with little knowledge of 
women’s health care and no knowledge of 
AIDS. Guards with an elementary first aid 
course (called MTA’s) dispense medication 
and diagnose illnesses. The prison adminis- 
tration contends that a gynecologist has 
been hired. However, none of the women, 
including those with level 4 (cancerous) pap 
smears, have seen the gynecologist. Most of 
the identified HIV+ women live in C yard. 
Big signs in every yard warn “Beware! 
There are HIV infected Inmate Persons in 
this Facility”. What’s lacking is real 
HIV/AIDS education. The only AIDS edu- 
cation has been done by a loose-knit group 
of women prisoner peer educators orga- 
nized by an inmate, Joann Walker. The 
prison refuses to officially sanction or sup- 
port this program. In fact, Walker has been 
forced to choose between organizing and 
peer educating. The prison first gave Walker 
a support group to lead and then took that 
privilege away when she refused to stop 
talking to the media. 

Approximately a year ago, women pris- 
oners with HIV contacted ACT UP/San 
Francisco and other organizations on the 
outside to ask for help in exposing the poor 
care and abuse faced by women prisoners 
with AIDS. Joann Walker’s organizing led to 
the formation of the Coalition to Support 
Women Prisoners at Chowchilla on the out- 
side. Walker and other women with HIV 
formulated four key demands: 1) Quality 
health care for all women prisoners — hire an 
HIV/AIDS specialist now; 2) High nutri- 
tional diets and vitamin supplements for 
HIV+ prisoners; 3) Support peer education 
efforts; and 4) Compassionate release for all 
terminally ill prisoners! 


Walker spearheaded a successful cam- 










































oss, a prisoner dying of A 
complications. Walker got over 1,100 signa- 
tures on a petition demanding Rossis 
release. Prisoners pinned protest notes to 
their clothing, "Free Betty Now!" Outside, 
the Coalition organized a phone and fax 
“zap” campaign to the Director of the 
California Department of Corrections. Ross 
was finally released to her family at the 
beginning of January. 

Supporting the four demands of the 
women at Chowchilla, over 100 people from 
the Bay Area made the three and half hour 
journey to Chowchilla to demonstrate on 
January 29. Speakers included Yvonne 
Knuckels, former prisoner and member of 
Women Organized to Respond to Life- 
Threatening Diseases (WORLD); Dr. Corey 
Weinstein of the Pelican Bay Information 
Project; Crystal Mason of the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation; Dorsey Nunn, former 
prisoner and staff member of Legal Services 
for Prisoners with Children and Rita “Bo” 
Brown, former prisoner and member of the 
Norma Jean Croy Defense Committee. A 
statement from the women inside was also 
read. After the rally, demonstrators marched 
up the road running parallel to the prison. 
Several hundred women prisoners were out 
on the yard and saw the demonstration. 
Members of the Coalition chanted and 
yelled messages of support for the women 
inside and released a banner that floated 
over Chowchilla prison. s 


The Coalition to Support Women Prisoners at 
Chowchilla 





The Coalition urges everyone to join the 
campaign for justice and better medical care. 


Letters demanding a legislative investigation of 


Chowchilla should be sent to: Assemblyman John 
Burton, 455 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 
CA 94103. Cards and letters (stamps too) 
expressing support for the women inside can be 
sent to Joann Walker, #W17572, C509-19-2L, 
PO, Box 1508, Chowchilla, CA 93610. For more 
information, contact the Coalition to Support 
Women Prisoners at Chowchilla, P.O. Box 14844, 
San Francisco, CA 94114; (510) 530-6214. 
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The weights of blame 


A silent tongue will never know the 
influence of its sound, its strength and the 
courage of its convictions. It sits in the fear 
that causes blinders, denial, helplessness 
and apathy. I all too well have learned and 
lived this way the past 27 years of my life. 
Now when time appears to block in around 
me, forcing duration and freedoms to clash, 
I realize that my fear of life, living and 
dying have permeated every aspect of my 
being. It was an attitude I had to change by 
accepting it for what it was — ignorance. 

It is unfortunate that an HIV Positive 
test was the stone that drew the blood of 
this acceptance. Moreover it was behind a 
cocoon of steel bars and meshed wires that I 
found out I was a carrier of the AIDS virus. 
I looked upon the doctors with the eyes of a 
child, saying “make it go away.” It was June 
20th, 1990 when I took the test for the first 
time. I had been sentenced to ten years for 
bouncing checks. I offered no resistance, no 
excuse for my actions. I stood before His 
Honor taking responsibility for my poor 
judgment. I had never before broken the 
law. I hadn't violated someone's body, hurt, 
raped, molested or killed another. My 
motives weren't drug related or intentional- 
ly malicious. It was pure and simple stupid- 
ity. Perhaps the Judge's ten-year sentence 
was too harsh, but justified in 
his own mind as opposed to 
probation, community service 
or some form of financial resti- 
tution. I can remember my 
attorney saying, “You'll be out 
in no time.” I toyed with the 
idea that I would still be 
“young” when I got out ... 
plenty of time left to live. Two 
weeks later I tested HIV posi- 
tive. 


I was assigned to a mini- 
mum security facility in deep 
IUES Its 
college-styled | g 
"COurse, wide-open unsecure 
fields and liberal prison free- 
doms made the sentence 
appear senseless. At 15,000 
taxpayer dollars per prisoner, 
per year, I wondered about its 
rehabilitative purpose, for it 
was nothing more than an 
overgrown adult sized play- 
ground. No wonder the recidi- 
vism rate is so high — it's prac- 
tically invited. 

My six months there went 
by quick and painless until the 
day my HIV+ condition was 
purposefully spread to create 
havoc by the staff. it wasn’t 
their ignorance I despised 


because ignorance, a lack of knowledge, is 
in some ways excusable, for those minds can 
be educated. No — it was the madness of 
their vicious, maligning intent to deteriorate 
me to worthlessness. The sincerity of their 
hatred towards me for bringing this horren- 
dous disease upon them. 

Hastily they sent me to the Segregation 
Unit here at McAlester, citing “Promiscuity 
is immanent in Homosexuals.” The single- 
man cell implied a faint echo of confidence 
in their ability to control the disease. Its 
heavy-laden steel door locked the tomb's 
occupant away from all others. A window 
faced across the way to Death Row; those 
inside signifying their permanence as unac- 
ceptable in our free society. The decaying 
walls shouted “Death” uncontrollably 
before my eyes. I saw my life as buying pre- 
cious time for my own inevitable surrender 
to death. 


They succeeded in humiliating me. A 
five minute shower was routinely met by 
ten minutes of locking chains and shackles 
around my ankles and wrists for the 10 
steps it took to get to the shower, unlocked 
and then replaced for the 10 steps back. It 
was manipulative and cruel. On an occa- 











End double standard 


for women 


From 1980 to 1992 the number of 
women in prison increased approximately 
275%, largely as a result of drug conviction 
mandatory minimum sentencing and the 
federal sentencing guidelines. The number 
of men in prison increased 160% in that 


same period. Women still make up 10% or 
less of the U.S. prison population. 


What is it that all women have in com- 
mon with men prisoners? Women and pris- 
oners have less control over their bodies 
than do men of the same class, background 
and race. Elizabeth Stanko, in Everyday 
Violence, says, “Women’s lives rest upon a 
continuum of unsafety ... Learning the 
strategies for survival is a continuous les- 
son about what it means to be female ... 
Women find that they must constantly 


negotiate their safety with men — those 
with whom they live, work and socialize, 
as well as those they have never met ...” 

People end up in prison because of 
who they are, rather than, as mainstream. 
wisdom says, because of what they do. 
Prisons are a means of social control of 
young poor people of color, especially 
those who do not follow the rules estab- 
lished for them by the rich-white male 
dominant culture. Prisons cage those who 
are not content with unemployment rates 
of approximately 44% and dead-end $4.25 
an hour minimum wage jobs. The under- 
standable reations to such a system some- 
times include rage, frustration, and drug 
and alcohol abuse. 


This means that prisons are a means 


sion to see the doctor, the chains remained 
on to ensure their control of me. I had been 
experiencing excruciating and persistent 
pains in my rectum, blistered and bloody. 
Spread eagle, pants and undies at my feet, 
my face tucked between my knees, wrist 
wrapped around my ankles in shackles and 
chains, I stood before a curious group of 
spectators, not doctors or nurses, but spec- 
tators, whose only purpose was to relieve 
their own nosey inquiries. When I asked if 
there was anything I could do to relieve the 
pain and swelling, I was met with the reply, 
“Yeah, stop getting ...cked” by an onlooking 
guard. The laughter that followed cut deep 
inside of me, severe and pain-inflicting 
damage. It was beyond humiliation. My life 
was valued as utter worthlessness. Had my 
own fears of dying not stopped me, I am 
sure I wouldn't be alive today. 


Somehow over the next six months of 
this continuing persecution, I managed to 
listen to that little voice between my ears, 
otherwise conveniently ignored. It signified 
Thad to put an end to the madness and 
begin to deal with the reality the tears of my 
sorrow couldn’t wash away. I threw off the 
“Poor me'm a victim" attitude and decid- 
ed to live. I had to take back what I chose to 
give away. I was not a victim, I was being 
victimized. I sought out the support of my 
family back in Ohio. Their hearts were as 
warm as the morning sun, and as comfort- 
ing. It was a delicious feeling of being want- 

ed and loved. Though they trust 
my recovery is in the Lord's 
hands, my own soul sticks to a 
more pragmatic approach — 
self-empowerment. 


By allowing my faith to 
shake off the self-destructiveness 
and self-doubt that has limited 
me from attaining my utmost 
potential, I am free to pursue 
knowledge, expand my aware- 
ness and to grow. It was time to 
go beyond my present shortcom- 
ings and bring out the change I'd 

























myself for not hearing the warn- 
ing sooner. I've forgiven the 
thought of passing blame onto 
those who may have infected 
me, and to myself for the possi- 
bility I may have passed this 
horrendous disease onto another. 
I didn't know. The important 
thing — the only thing that mat- 
ters — is that as long as 1 am 
here, I do something about it. 


There will always be those 
who regard me as worthless, and 
a hypocrite of my own logic. 
They will see me as a degenerate 
and a bad person because I am 
behind bars, knowing nothing of 
me or my reason for imprison- 


of social control for poor young men of 
color. There are many additional mecha- 
nisms of social control for poor young 
women of color, such as the entire welfare 
system. As the poor get poorer and the 
rich get richer, the number of people in 
prison continues to grow. And when those 
people are women, the punishment of 
prison is in many ways at least double. 

The consistently worse conditions for 
women in prison, as a result of society's 
injustices including sexism, are explained 
away by saying that women prisoners are 
such a small fraction of prisoners as a 
whole that it would be “too expensive” to 
provide even “reasonable parity of treat- 
ment.” 

But look at that tiny minority of men 
prisoners who are rich white males. There 
doesn’t seem to be any problem providing 
them with more comfortable-than-usual 
prison conditions, such as minimum secu- 
rity camps or special job assignments. 

Some number of women prisoners in 





ment. They will simply conclude that 
because I am in prison, I am indicative of 
impending danger and harm upon others. 
My letters will continue to be ignored and 
thought of as annoying, or undeserving by 
those who choose to piss on me — preoccu- 
pied sufficiently enough to forget their 
share of the blame. The further away from 
home we stake our battles the less we are 
able to see that, it is at home, in our own 
turmoil, that they began. 


AIDS support and 


information heros 


Through my search I have also found 
those who stand out as my heros. Those 
ordinary individuals who know that AIDS 
is also a disease of ignorance, inertia, fear 
and lack of information. They accept us 
whether one is gay or straight, a female or 
male, white or of color, rich or poor, drug 
user or not, whether in prison or not, that 
there lies an important thread that entwines 
each of us — humanity. They are people I 
have never before seen in my life, yet they 
give to me unselfishly of their time and 
resources. They do so knowing they have a 
gift to offer during these dark times. They 
do so in the name of love, knowing they 
need no justification or compensation. They 
breath hope, compassion and sensitivity. 
They have provided unlimited resources: 
Other Options, Project Inform, The AIDS 
Treatment News and many others, free of 
charge. They offer their support of me 
through loving letters and cards, through 
political and social agendas. They promote 
my voice and experiences so my words do 
not fall on deaf ears. 


Meanwhile, | must keep my head above 
water and patiently wait for my return to 
society. In August 1994, I will come before 
the Parole Board who will determine my 
fate. I have already been denied before, for 
no other reason than the fact that I am 
HIV+. Anyone with a clean record serving 
the same sentence as I got for bounced 
checks would have quickly been returned to 


A prisoners do not get the 
same consideration. We are denied job 
placements and public works programs 
indefinitely; regardless of our sero-positive 
state. We are left to stagnant in time. It’s 
inhumane to let someone just suffer and 
wait to help them when they’re down to 
their last limb, and even then it is question- 
able if their budget can give you compas- 
sionate care, or if they will allow you to die 
in your loneliness, as I’ve seen happen here 
before. Is it that we are so caught up in 
spreading word of AIDS prevention, that 
we turn our backs on the ones that are 
already infected, and worry only about the 
ones that aren't? Is it that easy for you to 
say, "That life is over, why bother?" 


continued on page 18 



















fact are in prison specifically as the result 
of being women in a sexist society. Women 
imprisoned as a result of being sex work- 
ers (prostitutes) or battered women who 
have finally turned on their (male) batter- 
ers, are examples of this. 


Approximately 80% of women in 
prison, as women in general, are mothers. 
Of women in prison, 67% have children 
under 18. And in today’s sexist society, 
that means that they have primary respon- 
sibility for the support and care of their 
children. So both the children and the 
mothers are punished when the mother is 
sent to prison. 

It is by understanding the reasons 
behind what our situation are that we can 
more effectively work to change them. o> 
Reprinted from 
Coalition for Prisoners’ Rights Newsletter 
Vol 19 No. 3, March 1994 
PO, Box 1911 
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1911 
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A new phase in the struggle — the 
debate continues on P.O.W.s & P.P.s 


Clenched-Fist Salutations 
Revolutionary Greetings: 

i would like to clarify and expand on 
some points previously raised in “A new 
phase, a new generation — de same strug- 
gle,” (see PNS #42). i also want to touch on 
some of de points raised by brother Hatari 
wa'Haki in “The Politico debate: from a pro 
and con perspective,” (see PNS #43). 


A new phase denotes de changing from 
one stage to anotha stage. In order to move 
to a higher stage, to get through one phase 
into anotha one, WE must first see de need to 
go to a higher stage. We must see de need for 
a new phase or recognize dat a new phase 
exist. So de question is what phase are WE at 
now and how do WE relate to it? How does 
it affect Our struggle and approach to it? Do 
WE recognize de Neo-KKKolonial stage of 
Our struggle and approach to it? Do WE rec- 
ognize de Neo-KKKolonial stage of Our 
struggle both in theory and practice? Do WE 
still see de enemy from merely a anti- 
kkkolonial perspective using theories from 
decades (centuries?) ago, or have WE truly 
reassessed de changing reality in not only de 
enemy kkkamp but Our own kamp, Our 
own Nation? i think de recent book Night 
Visions articulated dis very well. 


Though i agree with a lot of de points 
brotha Hatari raised, one in particular in 
regards to a definition of P.P.s & P.O.W.s i 
would like to comment on. “Most effective 
definition and criteria for what constitute a 
politico-prisoner is practice and commit- 
ment and dedication: let one’s actions dictate 





who they. are and what they are about.” 
Though i might agree with de above i find it 
hard pressed not to see how it does not con- 
tradict positions presently held regardin 
kaptured kolonials, so called social prisoners 
turned political. i find it hard to see how it 
would safeguard against de opportunism 
WE seem to be concerned about and with de 
present mind set how WE can effectively 
build a movement around it. i am sure de 
brotha dat Hatari mentioned as founding de 
A.N.U., i am sure prior to his release he 
looked de part, talked de part and probably 
acted de part, and yet he got jammed with 
1,500 bags of death. Dis is why it is de 
responsibility of N.A.I.M. (New Afrikan 
Independence Movement) to define Our citi- 
zens both in maximum and minimum secu- 
rity, both conscious and unconscious. 


Breaking dependency 
De bottom line in my article is/was two 
fold: 


1) Legitimate organs of N.A.LM. got de 
right to define New Afrikans. These legiti- 
mate organs of a National liberation move- 
ment have a right to set de standards, crite- 
ria, etc. which WE go by, not some external 
organ or individuals. 

2) Are WE capable of building a move- 
ment to deal with P.Ps and P.O.W.s from a 
position of relying on de New Afrikan mass- 
es, or do WE continue to maintain a depen- 
dency on enemy kreated and kontrolled 
institutions? 

Recently Comrad/Brotha Sundiata A. 








got a 20 year hit with de so called parole 
board. A lot of political people who is sup- 
portin dis particular PO.W. was really disap- 
pointed, angry, hurt, etc. by dis decision by 
de parole board. Understandin one want de 
brotha out, but de faith entrusted and de 
emotional reaction shows a contradiction. 
De parole board did its damn job! Here WE 
got a revolutionary brotha dat aint bowed, 
aint capitulated or denounced de struggle 
and yet WE are actually torn up by de enemy 
decision. De enemy turned em down cause 
they recognize their enemy, and WE dont! De 
point im trying to make is dis. Even though 
in theory WE say struggling to raise popular 
support, campaigns around parole boards, 
clemencys is a strategy and dat WE are in de 
bourgeois democracy phase of de struggle, 
in actuality a lot of politicals, movement 
people have become dependent on such and 
caint see no further than dat dependency. 
Are not willing to develop a new strategy 
with de attempt to take things to a higher 
level, a more direct level. WE have to break 
dis dependency. 

De theme of my article is not centered 
on who is or who aint a PP. or PO.W.; de 
theme of my article centers on de fact WE 
have a multitude of New Afrikan P.P.s, 
P.O.W.s and kaptured kolonial New 
Afrikans period, and because of past and 
present practice and focus WE have failed to 
build an effective movement, and one of de 
reasons WE have failed to build such is 
because WE have focused on personalities or 
allowed external elements to define things 
for US. Further puttin forth dat WE are deal- 
ing with new generations 
and a new phase. One 
thing i aint into is egoism 
or any emotional attach- 


sonalities, but instead 1 
attempt to focus on de 
politic and reality dat 
define Our struggle and 
de objective of dat strug- 
gle. 

No, de principle dont 
change in de context in 
which it was mentioned, 
but reality changes, and 
de reality has changed 
Our reality has changed in 
terms of de character of 
Our struggle say from 25 
to 30 years ago. When WE 
look at de lack of support 
for PP.s & PO.W.s and de 
fact WE got 13 year olds 
spraying crowds of New 
Afrikans with toc 9's and 
Uzi's. De fact dat some of 
Our communities look 
like Natal provinces, bat- 
tleground between 
inkatha and de A.N.C 
WE are dealing with new 
emerging contradictions 
and klass antagonisms. 


Are WE fighting a 
national liberation strug- 
gle, or are WE waging a 
prison struggle? If it is 
both which is primary? 
How does de prison 
struggle relate to advanc- 
ing de National liberation 
struggle? Do WE struggle 
strictly to reform prisons, 
or are WE struggling to 
create centers of cadre 
development? When peo- 
ple say building de anti- 
prison struggle just what 
does dat mean to US, to 
de New Afrikan? Its Our 
responsibility for building 
de N.A.LM,, no one else's. 


Mentioning de 





Prison News Servic: 


A.N.C. was/is a valid point raised by brotha 
Hatari. Yet de A.N.C. is a consolidated struc- 
ture who were engaging in dialogue and 
battle with de govt. on various levels. A 
structure dat recognized and supported their 
own PPs & P.O.W.s. Who has a line on not 
only PPs & PO.W.s but kaptured detainees 
and other kaptured Azanians. 


Yet in contrast de N.A.LM. has failed to 
develop a center of gravity. WE have many 
ideological persuasions who identify dem- 
selves as New Afrikans who proclaim to 
struggle for de same thing in terms of a 
independent state and land. WE have New 
Afrikan revolutionary Nationalist, New 
Afrikan Communist, New Afrikan 
Anarchist, New Afrikan Muslims, etc. WE 
have in terms of organizations de Spear & 
Shield Collective, N.A.P.O., R.N.A.PG,, etc., 
and yet as a movement not only have WE 
failed to develop a center of gravity WE 
have failed to develop a definition for PP.s & 
P.O.W.s dat WE as a movement can all offi- 
cially agree upon and thereby develop a 
strategy on how to support them and to deal 
with de entire question of prisons as they 
relate to de Nation. It is no longer sufficient 
to write position papers, essays, etc. declar- 
ing dat prisons are used as tools of genocide 
or used to suppress National liberation 
struggles. Nor saying dat something needs 
to be built gets it built. Important issues and 
kontradictions has to be put on de table for 
discussion while putting Our egos and emo- 
tions in check. 

We say WE are not to dis or dat point. 
How do we get there if important issues are 
not put on de table? WE dont take up impor- 
tant work and commit Ourselves to certain 
tasks? Its almost like WE tryin to hide Our 
dirty laundry, shortcomings and thereby 
enter into "movement denial" like de prob- 
lems dont exist. i understand de situation is 
complex and multifaceted and dat you have 
many perspectives, dis is merely one and 
others must take responsibility for puttin 


are conscious New Afrikans i think WE got 
to start askin Ourselves just what does dat 
mean? Just what does being a conscious New 
Afrikan mean, and what type of politic or 
practice does dis conscious identifying dic- 
tate? 


i find it very telling dat no one chose to 
address de issue of building an effective 
national movement, international in scope 
around kaptured New Afrikans as a whole, 
as kolonial peoples. Dat no one chose to 
speak on de need to raise up de primary 
contradiction of Our whole relationship to de 
kkkamps and subsequently to de state. 
Why? Because a lot of US are more content 
with clouding de issue and shrouding de 
issue in a whole lot of rhetoric or theory dat 
is no longer applicable to present day reality. 
Militant rhetoric can never substitute for 
needed action. 


Yes, i agree dat ones who have been 
tested under fire, tried etc. should be judged, 
accepted on such etc. However i dont think 
ones should have to strive for a moment of 
glory or martyrdom to be accepted into de 
great hall of revolutionaries. i think part of 
dat would be de result of glorifying de gun 
over de politics as if de gun dictates de poli- 
tics as opposed to vice versa. De entire line 
being pushed in dis area is inconsistent and 
infected with contradictions and double 
standards. 


In False Nationalism — False Internationa- 
lism it was made mention of various R.A.T.F. 
members, cadre engaging in counter revolu- 
tionary activities while active on de streets 
(people tested under fire) and yet de same 
standards dat are attempted to be applied to 
other brothas & sistas are not applied. Which 
basically supports my argument dat as long 
as WE continue to focus like WE have as 
opposed to raising up de primary kontradic- 
tion then WE shall kontinue to get bogged 
down in definitions, interpretations or fail to 
come to an agreement as a movement. 


Not merely soldiers 


Its not a matter of dismissin de listed 
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kaptured B.L.A. kombatants as merely sol- 
diers. For one, de brothas and sistas caint 
be dismissed! Yet i maintain my position 
they are merely soldiers, soldiers in a war 
for National liberation. All soldiers sacri- 
fice, and de one dat carry de gun is no 
more important than de courier, etc. in a 
popular war. They are not dismissed, their 
stance and sacrifice is respected and appre- 
ciated, but i/WE aint kreating no klass or 
klass aura around Our comrads, brothas, 
sistas dat do their duties. No more is 
ted from one dat is not expected from 
all. i know when WE look at some of de 
losses in lives, time spent in these kages 
etc., issues become sensitive. Yet to me 
genocide is sensitive, kolonialism is sensi- 
tive, and either WE gone deal with de two 
in a more effective manner or WE gone 
continue to get distracted and diverted. 


Recently a proposal came out entitled 
“National Strategy of FROLINAN — Front 
for de liberation of de New Afrikan 
Nation” dat offers many viable programs 
dat many of US within de N.A.LM. should 
be able to unite around and utilize to re- 
build with. You should be able to get a 
copy at: 

FROLINAN 
PO. Box 16082 
Oakland, CA 94610. 

In further clarifying my previous arti- 
cle, i dont think it is a matter of one rewrit- 
ing reality, i think its more of a matter of 
not wanting to deal with reality primarily 
because WE have become intoxicated with 
militant sounding rhetoric and have 
become addicted to primitive practice and 
way of seeing things. WE either re-build to 
deal with objective reality, or WE remain a 
house divided, stagnated and effectively 
neutralized. WE either attempt to pull 
some if not all of Our seeds together dats 
buried beneath de snow in an attempt to 
plant some roots and develop into a solid 
tree, or WE remain wilted. 

A title dont make me or anyone except 
in their own minds. i remain committed to 


in a program, working o ro- | 
gram dat can move US forward collective- 


ly. Coming up with a structure, vehicle dat 
can move US out of dis quicksand WE are 
presently stuck in. Can WE deal with dat 
as opposed to de superficial? In light of de 
reactionary current developin in dis koun- 
try around “kkkrime” violence and drugs 
and de fact dat de old neo-kkkolonials are 
realigning demselves with new neo's and 
seizing upon dis theme of kkkrime and 
violence in de community as a way to fur- 
ther legitimize their opportunism and Neo- 
kolonialsm. 


In light of de fact de oppressodent 
clinton as a part of his so call kkkrime 
package is talkin about buildin 10 Regional 
prisons for state (federal?) prisoners under 
federal control, for de “worst of de worst.” 
Who do you think gone be in em? No 
doubt they will be super max types. 


Today we see de popularization of 
eugenics and de movement to "prove" dat 
genetics is de origin of violence, anti-social 
behavior. So how do WE deal with dis new 
reality, these new emerging kontradictions? 
And do WE see how these new contradic- 
tions relate to or impact directly upon de 
PP. & PO.W. issue and de whole struggle 
around these kkkamps? 


Tf WE dont effectively build to counter 
such, de enemy will be able to isolate and 
destroy US for anotha 30 more years while 
in 10 years making florence look like 
child’s play. If WE fail to build and raise de 
primary kontradiction of Our relationship 
as New Afrikans to these kkkamps, de 
imperialists are going to utilize these neo- 
kolonials to legitimize their intensification 
of Our destruction based on some so called 
kkkrime package. WE got to set our petty 
differences, ideological differences and 
quest for ideological supremacy to de side 
and try to bridge some of these gaps and 
develop, work on what WE can to deal 
with this present reality. De Neo’s got to be 
desperate anytime they are openly aligning 
demselves with bourgeois Nationalist, cul- 





tural nationalist and pseudo revolutionary 
nationalist. 

In closing let me state dat yes many 
politicized brothas in de kamps get out and 
fall to de wayside of counter revolutionar- 
ies and WE tend to focus on them as a rule, 
but what about those who dont fall to de 
way side? Who maintain their balance and 
focus? i aint gone dis all those brothas or 
their potential because of their predeces- 
sors; i think dat is inherently reactionary. 


Commitment to liberation 


Though i can identify with comrad 
Safrika X position objectively i must totally 
disagree. For US at dis hour consciousness 
has to be dat decisive factor and a commit- 
ment to de N.A.I.M./de liberation of de 
Nation. Instead of trying to identify 
lumpens and kaptured kolonials as P.P.s 
and P.O.W.s, i think WE should be looking 
at their reactionary neo-kolonial konduct 
and begin to assess it and deal with it as 
such. i find it hard pressed to identify a 
individual who is selling crack cause he 
want a BMW and what donald trump got 
and got Our kids sellin dope, as a P.P. or 
P.O.W. Our people dont want to hear de 
brotha suffers from self-hatred, inferioriza- 
tion, etc. though it might be true. They 
want some results, some relief. WE should 
be trying to come up with a strategy to 
deal with dis situation without crossing de 
line and doing de oppressors work for em. 
These brothas aint no P.P.O.W.’s, their 
actions is Neo, their mentality is Neo, and 
after being given a chance to transform and 
they refuses, they gets treated as a Neo, not 
a PPO.W.! e 

In de Spirit of Struggle 

Re-Build 

Shaka Shakur 828443 

P.O. Box 557 

Westville, In 46391-0557 


educate and organize 


“Unitarian conduct depends on principled 
discipline and submission to democratic central- 
ism instead of ... egoism.” (Comrade George 
Jackson) 


For those who've chosen to freelance 
and repeatedly select progressive publica- 
tions and/or reactionary formats to launch 
or continue personal, plus frivolous attacks 
(under color of politics) against progressive 
fellow prisoners and/or dedicated brothers 
and sisters in society, be advised that the 
irresponsible, chronic complaining, compul- 
sive disruptions, rumor spreading and back- 
biting is in violation of and not in conjunc- 
tion with our line of: agitate, educate, orga- 
nize and mobilize. On the contrary, the vio- 
lators are nothing more than self-serving 
individualists and enemies of the people. 

More times than not, the back-biters, 
disrupters, etc. don't and won't bring the 
accusations directly to the accused (due to 
fear or worse) yet will occasionally exchange 
pleasant greetings with that very person or 
people. This is not only the act of cowardice 
on the back-biter's part, but it's also some- 
thing that brings to mind three other subject 
matters we must remember in order to 
avoid repeating self and organizational 
errors. 

a) Eldridge Cleaver, once a high ranking 
minister (Minister of Information) of the 
Black Panther Party is today a happy-go- 
lucky nigga openly working in the interest 
of the powers-that-be. But we shouldn't be 
surprised since the signs were present very 
early on. Recall: even in his first book (Soul 
On Ice) he showed himself to be nothing 
more than a rapist obsessed with White 
women; then a chronic complainer while 
among his former muslim brotherhood; a 
back-biter (or worse) during his Black 
Panther Party adventures; and an ungrateful 





fugitive from amerikkkan injustice who 
couldn't resist verbally attacking Cas- 
tro/Cuba and Algeria/Afrika after once 
gaining and then abandoning political asy- 
lum in those countries. In retrospect, it's no 
wonder that Comrade George posed the 
question: ^I finally asked him to simply 
show proof that he was not a compulsive 
disrupter or agent provocateur." 

Perhaps Cleaver's hidden agenda also 
included an unshakable yearning for the 
amerikan dream; a white house, a white car, 
and a white woman. Thus, the essence of 
“negro heaven”. 

b) Louis Tackwood, (infiltrator/agent 
provocateur) was placed inside the Black 
Panther Party’s Chicago chapter and rose to 
be head of security. Unfortunately, chairman 
Fred Hampton was drugged and murdered 
along with Mark Clark as a result of the 
deeds of Tackwood, who was rewarded 
with a bonus of a few hundred dollars by 
the government. Interestingly enough, 
Tackwood had a long history of being a 
back-biter and chronic complainer leading 
up to and during his services for the govern- 
ment. 

©) Cointelpro — £.bi. document from J. 
Edgar Hoover, 3/4/68: 

Goal #2, “Prevent the rise of a messiah 
who could unify and electrify the militant 
black nationalist movement...” 

Goal #4, “Prevent militant black nation- 
alist groups and leaders from gaining 
respectability by discrediting them to three 
separate segments of the community... You 
must discredit those groups and individuals 
to first, the responsible Negro community. 
Second, they must be discredited to the 
white community, both the responsible com- 
munity and to “liberals” who have vestiges 
of sympathy for militant black nationalists 
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groups must be discredited in the eyes of 
Negro radicals, the followers of the move- 
ment.” 


The Cointelpro is still in existence 
today (just as there are a few more Cleavers 
and Tackwoods.), though under different 
labels and names. However, the tactics 
haven’t changed too much. In fact, a clear 
feature of today’s Cointelpro appears aimed 
against progressive Black prisoners who've 
demonstrated leadership abilities /potential 
throughout amerikkka’s judicial and prison 
systems, and are usually isolated from most 
captives. These high profile prisoners would 
more than likely fill an empty section or 
build an uncompromising “vanguard” ele- 
ment in the human rights movement if re- 
leased/returned among the masses in their 
communities. Naturally, this isn’t the desire 
of the powers-that-be, or their lackeys, 
bootlickers, etc. 


So unless an accuser (back-biter) has 
submitted unquestionable proofs to substan- 
tiate an allegation against someone, let 
him/her keep the sh— to themselves. espe- 
cially since WE now have historical proofs 
that show the planter of poisonous seeds are 
too often the slimey culprit him/her self. 


In closing: most of the personal attacks, 
character assassinations, unfounded suspi- 
cions, gossip and ego tripping would never 
surface if each sincere captive or civilian will- 
ingly subordinate his/her actions to the bet- 
terment of the whole, conduct constructive 
criticism sessions, practice democratic cen- 
tralism and combat liberalism. Because even 
if you aren't personally responsible or partic- 
ipate in the madness, you must keep in mind 
that "there comes a day when silence is 
betrayal.” 


So with that, I leave you with a plea 
from our Field Marshall’s axiom: 


“Settle your quarrels, come together...” © 
Sundiata Lumumba #213628 

CN 861 NJSP/MCU 

Trenton, N] 08625 
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The amazing elasticity of 
the global oxymoron 


Hello folks! I arh a convict, an involun- 
tary guest of the Texas Department of 
Criminal (I'll say) Justice — Institutional 
Division. I have been locked up on my first 
offense, a murder charge, since 1981. After 
reading C.R. “Ray” Brownley’s article 
“Reduction of criminal activity — the logi- 
cal solution” published in Mensa magazine 
[see reprint in box below]. I was immediately 
struck by the fact that had Ray's proposed 
system been in effect, I would have been 
put to death in 1982; not to mention the 
other hundreds of thousands of fellows 
he'd have lethally injected “in private, with 
the minimum of official witnesses.” I decid- 
ed I should talk to him. Uncle Joe Stalin was 
a piker next to you my friend. 

This article has riled me so that I can't 
avoid responding to it; but I recognize that 
your problem, Ray, is that you are misguid- 
ed and ignorant, and since I am a firm 
believer in actual rehabilitation, I shall do 
my best to enlighten you without being too 
caustic, I shall be somewhat caustic though, 
so if your actual spinal fortitude is on par 
with your obvious inexperience, then spare 
yourself reading any further. 

Ray, your thought process, if this arti- 
cle of yours is any indication, is a casualty 
of the greedy politicians and the mindless 
squawking of the sensation-driven news 
media. These are the same people who 
shriek with ersatz horror that prisons are 
country clubs, victims have no rights and 
convicts have too many, all those arrested 
are guilty, the country is under siege by 
drug-crazed lunatics with assault weapons, 
etcetra, ad nauseum. Well, I presently don’t 
have any rights, unless my keepers choose 
to extend some to me; and those are always 
around these parts. Visit a jail or prison, so 
that you know of what you speak, Ray. 

Crime is not on the increase, as you ini- 
tially state, Ray. Here is a telephone number 
for you to call: 800-732-3277. It is the Bureau 
of Justice Statistics hotline for free and time- 
ly reports. You can have the first ten books 
free (our tax dollars at work! take advan- 
tage!) and any more will cost you the 
postage; I suggest the nice, fat Sourcebook of 
Criminal Justice Statistics for starters. The 
crime rate in ‘93 was down from that in ‘92 
according to the FBI. I am sure that they 
wish it had been otherwise. You see, when a 
bureau is organized for the purpose of elim- 
inating some state of affairs (like the DEA 
in case of the “War on Drugs”) they have a 
vested interest in making sure that there 
will always be the perception of serious 
crime, in order to justify their existence, and 
to keep that lovely budget growing. In 
other words, if you are caught up in the 
hype, then the politicians have a finger in 
your wallet, a bee in your bonnet, and you 
have been duped. Gigo, dude, 

Violent crimes are spectacular and cer- 
tainly nothing nice, and violent crime is cer- 
tainly a problem that deserves attention. 
Unfortunately, when people are in fear, they 
tend to be gullible; flight-or-fight responses 
squeeze off the blood supply to the cortex 
in order to feed it more lavishly to the mus- 
culature. It is nothing to be ashamed of. 


Manufacturing violence 
Penitentiaries manufacture violent 
criminals by the busload, while politicians 
who get campaign funding from construc- 
tion firms which build prisons will gravély 
inform the public that there is only one 
“solution”: get tough, hand out more time, 
build more prisons. Al Einstein pointed out 
that the act of repeating a process in hopes 
of a certain result, after continued evidence 
that the hoped-for result would not come of 
repetition, is the definition of insanity. 
Speaking of which, Ray, are you aware 
of the definition of “sociopath”? Sociopaths 





are not necessarily criminals. Many crimi- 
nals are sociopaths, but not necessarily all 
of them. I don’t consider myself antisocial 
or asocial, or even a criminal, for that mat- 
ter. You propose to kill the sociopath and 
not accept “insanity as a defense.” Hmmm. 
Let's extend this trend to its logical ends: 
we can just go ahead and clean up the 
whole gene pool the same way! What a 
utopia we could establish! Got any defects, 
Ray? Are you under six feet, perhaps, or 
cosmetically inferior? Can you live to sev- 
enty without incurring cost to the health 
care system which will be inconvenient to 
the collective? Should we “quietly and with 
dignity” put you to death, then, because we 
should “assume” you to 


itions, a criminal yourself, Ray. Rolling 
stops? Smoking dope? Seventy on the free- 
way? Oral sex? pay cash to get your lawn 
mown? Oh, you'd be in fine shape, were the 
sweeping fascist changes you call for in this 
article to take effect! To whom would you 
hand all this immense power over us all? 
The power, literally, of life and death? To 
whom would you entrust the definition of 
“crime?” I can tell you who would end up 
with it; the same types who have it today, 
with IQ's somewhere on the order of 30 or 
40 points below yours and mine. I can tell 
you from years of bitter experience, Ray, 
that the Powers That Be have no love for 
those who are smarter than they. Your 





haunches would be sweet nectar for their 
lupine legal jaws in no time; how long do 
you think you could stay under their radar? 
While I am at the questions, I wonder if you 
have ever seen the inside of a prison, except 
on television? or can you support this asser- 
tion about police doing a good job of attack- 
ing crime? If they were, doesn’t it follow 
that we don’t need more of them every fis- 
cal year, when the budgets are being doled 
out? And what is it that makes you so sure 
that any “sociopath” that the police “catch” 
is guilty of a crime? I suppose that you 
swept away the presumption of innocence, 
about the same time you swept away the 
sanctity of human life, just after your ideo- 
logical broom ejected all of our “ancient” 
laws, along with the entire system of legal 
precedent. Perhaps we should key our 
gauge of what constitutes a law or a crime 
on the particular day of the week, hmmm? 


Judicial system 
I never thought I 





be genetically inferior, 
or because we can't 
expect you to "serve 
satisfactorily in soci- 
ety?" We can strip the 
voice and the “techni- 
calities" from the flail- 
ing grip of those who 
are inconvenient, then 
once they have been 
silenced, give them that 
shot, right? Why not the 
infirm, too? The ugly! 
Halitosis and tinea 
cruris! The “complex- 
ionally challenged!” 
While we're at it, since 
you have summarily 
judged the role of man 
in the world is to “serve 
satisfactorily in society,” 
otherwise to be put to 
death, and you have 
failed to think the party 


ou might be hoist 

rather rudely upon 
your own petard, eh? 

Criminals are most- 

ly defined, not born. 

You are, by many defin- 





would be called upon to 
defend the judicial sys- 
tem. I thank you for the 
opportunity, and I will 
do my level best. Ray, I 
can't help but agree with 
you about the stupidity 
and crookedness of some 
judges; but I refuse to 
stereotype them all. And 
by the way, if the people 
elected stupid and 
crooked judges, and in 
many cases continue to 
reelect them, what does 
that say about the elec- 
torate? Praytell, if you'd 
have judges “come from 
all professions," what 
would a carpenter or 
research chemist know 
about the details of the 
law? And what makes 
you think any right- 


his or her chosen field to 
dive into the slime of the 
criminal justice system? 
You say that attorneys 
should be barred from 
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Crime is on the increase throughout this 
country. The reason is twofold: first, we do 
not go after the problem like we mean it by 
applying the existing laws to their fullest 
extent; and second, the existing laws are not 
structured properly to stem the root 
causes. The only ones whose individual rights 
are anywhere near guaranteed are the 
sociopaths. The police, on the whole, do a 
conscientious and reasonably good job of 
attacking crime under present laws. But, they 
catch the sociopaths and put them in jails 
where more time is spent protecting the 
sociopath’s (sic) rights than prosecuting them 
for the crime they committed. 

As crime increases in an area the only 
corrective action proffered is to add more 
police. The only way that this corrective 
action would be ultimately effective is to put 
a police officer between every criminal and 
potential victim. This is obviously impossi- 
ble. 

Major changes in the way we appróach 
criminal just must be made. We must search 
action there. The existing laws are lacking in 
effectiveness. They contain much ancient and 

But with all of the shortcomings of the 
existing laws (which must be changed), the 
real weak point is the judicial system. Our 
judges are, by and large, stupid or crooked or 
both. Almost all judges come from the ranks 
of attorneys, which pretty well accounts for 





Reflection of criminal activity - the logical solution 


the lack of quality. Our judges should come 
from all professions, excluding practicing 
attorneys, since that is an obvious conflict of 
interest, and be put through a special training 
program. Also the judges, as well as practic- 
ing attorneys, should be barred from serving 
in any office of the executive or legislative 
branches of any jurisdiction; again a conflict 
of interest. 

Major changes, within the framework of 
our federal constitution, must be made in our 
laws at all jurisdictional levels. These changes 
should be based on the following basic tenets: 
1. Individual rights should be constrained 

only to the extent that they interfere with 

the individual rights of another. 

2. Incarceration of an individual is, unto itself, 
cruel and unacceptable as punishment 

3. Some sociopaths can be rehabilitated and 
serve satisfactory in society, some cannot. 

4. Public execution is a barbaric anachronism 
and has not proven to be effective. 

5. In order for justice to be just it must be 
swift. 

Lifetime incarceration should be limited to 
the length of time in which an individual can 
be expected to be rehabilitated. If at that point 
in time the sociopath has not been rehabilitat- 
ed, that is, the sociopath commits another 
crime, it can be assumed that rehabilitation 
cannot be expected. This amount of time is 
difficult to determine and would be the sub- 
ject of much discussion and debate, but since 


the normal biological cycle is seven years, that 

seems like a reasonable number with which 

to work. 
In consideration of the above the follow- 
ing recommendations can be made: 

1. After the age of twelve, an individual can- 
not spend more than a cumulative seven 
years in jail. At that point they would qui- 
etly and with dignity be put to death. 

2. Appeals under any given incident are to be 

limited to one year. 

Insanity is not a defense in a case of 

sociopath conduct. 

4. Any laws concerning the activities of indi- 
viduals which do not interfere with the 
rights of others should be stricken from the 
books. 


» 


m 


Murder should call for immediate death 
sentence, to be carried out as soon as the 
appeals have been exhausted or at one 
year, whichever comes first. 

6. Attempted murder as well as the com- 
mission of any crime using a deadly wea- 
pon should be treated the same as murder. 

7. When an indjvidual is, as a matter of practi- 
cal fact, clearly and without a doubt, guilty 
a technicality should not affect the verdict. 

8. Death sentences should be carried out by 
lethal injection, in private, with the mini- 
mum of official witnesses. e 

C.R. “Ray” Brownley 

Reprinted from Mensa to go with the other 
article on the page. 











the bench, and never benched from the bar 
(sorry, it was irresistible); have you consid- 
ered that lawyers are those professionals 
who study the law, which is that particular 
field of expertise a judge requires in order 
to perform as the referee under our current 
system? Isn't law school a good idea for 
that "special training program" you'd have 
your judges undergo, or were you thinking 
of forcing them to study the salient tech- 
niques by which Himmler’s rise to power 
and usurpation of the courts in Nazi 
Germany was achieved? By the way, have 
you studied the history of the Nazi party, or 
did you generate all of these ideas indepen- 
dently? Ray, you juxtapose mutually exclu- 
sive concepts; here you are so very correct 
in asserting that individual rights should 
not be constrained except where they con- 
strain others’ rights; that is brilliant, but a 
few thousand years old (see Plato’s 
Republic) as well as being written into the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. Incarc- 
eration is not only cruel and unacceptable 
(unless one’s lack of financial resources 
force one to accept it), it is an outgrowth of 
the Catholic concept: penitence. Hence the 
name, “penitentiary.” Is there really govern- 
ment free of the church, or vice versa? 


“Public” executions? 

Why qualify the barbaric nature of exe- 
cution with the adjective “public?” On a gut 
level, most of us as humans have or will 
decide that some other human needs killing. 
This is a land of laws, and not men, for that 
very reason. The law is ancient and power- 
ful and our saving grace at times because it 
cannot be swayed by anger, bloodlust nor 
ignorance; it is not susceptible to propagan- 
distic manipulation nor greed; it will not 
break and run as a flock of sheep fearful 
before the approach of wolves. We need to 
cease polluting it and twisting it from its 
moorings in the constitution. I thank my 
God you've only a single vote, Ray. 


One cannot be rehabilitated if he has 
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never been “habilitated” in the first place. 
In CS. Lewis’ The Abolition of Man, there is a 
chapter entitled “Men Without Chests” 
which is directly on point here. Professor 
Lewis was prophetic in his warning of the 
consequences which would accrue through 
the failure to cultivate chests (metaphorical 
seats of morality) in school children. We 
then demand of them the proper function- 
ing (not service!) within society which could 
only be accomplished with possession of 
those chests. The prisons are well funded, 
and there are quite enough of them; they 
need to cease doing harm to their charges, 
and instead use logical prioritization and 
intelligent classification and treatment so 
that antisocial people are led from their 
alienation back into the fold of humanity. 


Ray, your bloody ideas for killing of 
hundreds of thousands off our non-con- 
formist youth are abysmally draconian. 
(Draco’s code was a set of extremely strict 
laws in ancient Athens which included a 
generous helping of capital punishment.) 
You seem confused and undecided, Ray, 
about which it is you’d have; the ancient 
way, or not? Frustration, fear and ignorance 
can be no justification for killing wayward 
humans. Just as well “fix” a Swiss watch 
with an axe. This is the most fantastic era in 
all of humankind’s sketchy history! This is 
the day of the interplanetary probe, the 
Hood sequencer, nuclear magnetic reso- 
nance imaging by which we can see the 
chemical activity of actual thoughts in vivo! 
You'd surrender it all to the grim spirit of 
the guillotine, the rope, the electric chair? 
Swansong of the incompetent, that is. 
Appeals limited to a year? Then the bureau- 
crats (famous for fast action, huh?) slow- 
buck on a fellow for a couple of months, 
and it's all over, right? Carry out the killing 
"in private, with a minimum of official wit- 
nesses?” This gets more horrifying as you 
go along! The American Proliferation of 
Lubyankas, would you have? I'Il tell you 
this; you'd never get away with this ram- 
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from Ramona Africa 


Ona MOVE! There's quite a few things 
in the making and I want to tell you about 
them. Post Conviction (P.C.R.A.) hearings 
for my nine sisters and brothers that have 
the one-hundred year sentences (better 
known as the MOVE 9) were held up till 
April 22nd. Nothing to report on the out- 
come yet. 


Our brother Carlos Africa and our 
Sister Consuella Africa have been paroled 
— they are home. 


The Parole Board completely lifted that 
illegal "special condition" about MOVE 
parolees being forbidden from having any 
contact with other MOVE members. 
Committed MOVE members will never 
agree to such a stipulation, so we were pre- 
pared to do our entire sentence, and as you 
know, a number of us have done our entire 
sentence. It is only when the Parole Board 
was forced to lift the stipulation that Carlos 
and Consuella accepted parole. Carlos was 
paroled on December 9. 1993, after thirteen 
years, and Consuella was paroled on 
January 6, 1994 after 16 years. 


On January 3, 1994 Judge Louis Pollack 
(of the US. District Court) ruled on magis- 
trate Hall’s recommendation in my civil 
suit. Pollack dismissed all the defendants in 
my suit as to liability for bombing us on 
May 13, 1985. He agreed with magistrate 
Hall’s view that the bombing is reasonable 
and was not excessive force. Judge Pollack 
held former Managing Director Leo Brooks, 
former Police Commissioner Gregore 
Sambor, former Fire Commissioner Wm. 
Richmond, as well as the city of Phila- 
delphia liable for letting the fire burn. 
Former Mayor Goode was not held liable 
for this fire, so this means that Goode is out 
of my lawsuit completely. At this point city 


officials (including the City of Philadelphia 
itself) are appealing Judge Pollack’s decision 
to keep them in my lawsuit. Based on the 
fire, I'm appealing Pollack's decision to dis- 
miss officials on the issue of the bombing. 

We're also beginning to plan for May 
13th. The August 8th/ Justice for MOVE 
Committee is looking into having a full 
page Signature Ad placed in a local news- 
paper. There would be a statement of sup- 
port for MOVE at the top and we would 
solicit signatures of support for a donation 
toward the cost of the ad. The MOVE org. is 
planning a demonstration at the Liberty Bell 
here in Philadelphia on Saturday, May 14, 
1994. We feel that there's no better place to 
expose injustice, inequality, oppression than 
at what's supposed to be the symbol of jus- 
tice, equality and freedom. We'll let you 
know if our plans work out. If so, we'll be 
circulating a flyer with all the details on it. 
Keep the 14th open on your calenders. 

I am always looking for speaking 
engagements. If you are able to arrange a 
speaking engagement for me, I encourage 
you to do so. My fee is negotiable, but trav- 
el expenses and lodging for two is a must. 
My family won't let me travel alone. Radio 
and television programs are also a good 
means of clearing up misinformation, so if 
you have connections within the media, we 
encourage you to use them. 

We're planning to start printing our 
newspaper, First Day, again. We're seeking 
articles as well as advertisers. If you want to 
submit an article or get information on 
advertisements, write to us at: 

MOVEfFirst Day 
P.O. Box 19709 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
Ramona Africa 





pant fascism without keeping it in the dark! 
Has your study of history included the 
American Revolution, perchance? People 
will pick up weapons and exterminate your 
“private” executioners and “official” wit- 
nesses my friend, before they tolerate such 
unchecked death-squads. 


I was convicted of murder under a 
sweet little Texas law called the "law of par- 
ties." I was driving the car when my co- 
defendant killed another man who'd stolen 
his dope. My co-defendant had two lawyers 
and enough money to put them to work; I 
was broke. he made a deal to testify against 
me, at my trial; I refused to play the game 
and testify against him. He got 18 years, 
after seeing to it that I was convicted and 
sentenced to life. There was no evidence 
except his testimony about what happened 
to the deceased that night, and my written 
statement, which placed me at the scene. I 
trusted the system and snitched on myself, 
in other words. My jury consisted of ten 
‘women and two men, nine of whom were 
over forty; their average 
level of education was 
below the eleventh grade. I 
won't venture any guess at 
their median IQ; would 
you call that a “jury of my 
peers?" You'd have me 
killed for all this, though, 
you say? Still, Ray? This is 
the way you suggest that 
we "evolve into a truly civ- 
ilized humanity?" 

I submit that your arti- 
cle and views have severe- 
ly stretched the definition 
of "oxymoron." Einstein 
also said, “the majority of 
ignorant will always 
remain; but the terror of 
their tyranny is alleviated 
by their lack of consisten- 
cy.” I have written a book 
about this prison system's 
shortcomings, caus: 





cal solutions; 
agent to get it published, 
after the last rewrite. You 
are quite welcome to a 
copy, Ray. In the meantime, 
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believe very little of what politicians tell 
you, and always ask yourself, "Why are 
they feeding me this information?" Seek out 
the party who stands to gain from any pro- 
posal. and you will see blueprints and 
maneuvers emerge from the murky political 
miasma. Watch carefully for the actions of 
the speaker to match the speaking; if they 
don't, then you have discovered untruth; 
and you will find this to be ubiquitous. 

The next time you step out of any door, 
breathe the air and be thankful for your lib- 
erty, hard won by the blood of our fore- 
bears, and don't be so anxious to give it 
away for magic beans or any other dazzling 
claims of incipient panacea. Tom Jefferson 
said, “A society that will trade a little liberty 
for a little order will deserve neither and 
will lose both.” What are you doing about 
the problem? 


Kevin S. Szilvasy 
Rt 1 Box 150 #328637 
Tennessee Colony, TX 75884 













































CLINTON’S CRIME BILL 
War has been declared ... 


War has been declared on the under- 
class disguised as a war on crime. 
President Clinton’s crime bill is a bigoted 
frenzy of racism and classism, aimed at 
oppressing the underclass. The poor, 
homeless, unemployed and under-edu- 
cated are the people society has always 
imprisoned. Blacks, Hispanics, Native 
Americans and poor Whites falling 
through the safety nets of social pro- 
grams are being caught by the (in)justice 
system. With budgets slashed for social 
programs it is becoming obvious the gov- 
ernment fully intends to handle these 
social problems by imprisoning the entire 
underclass in concentration camps. 

The U.S. economy is adjusting to a 
global economy, and as the standard of 
living continues to gradually decline, 
more and more of the lower middle class 
will find themselves slipping into pover- 
ty, the underclass, and imprisonment. 


Tougher laws, more concentration 
camps, longer sentences and more police 
will not solve this nation’s problems. it 
will only worsen social and economic 
problems by diverting funds from social 
programs, and using them to build more 
concentration camps, and to hire more 
police to put us in them. This will only 
widen the gap between the “haves” and 
“have-nots”. 


This crime bill destroys what little 


hope the underclass had of ever escaping 
poverty and obtaining the American 
dream. FBI figures show that the rate of 
major crime has not increased. However, 
the news media continues to intensify 
the public’s fear of violence, creating 
panic. Which politicians respond to with 
the “get tough on crime” rhetoric. 

How can the underclass defend 
itself from this campaign of oppression? 
The poor have no political or economic 
power. We have no political recourse. We 
are caught in an upward spiral of 


oppression that will result in more 
poverty, hopelessness and human depri- 
vation. Can there be any doubt that this 
will cause more crime and violence? 


While the U.S. continues to preach to 
other nations about civil rights violations, 
the U.S, leads the world with the highest 
rate of imprisonment, and is becoming a 
nation of only two classes of people, the 
incarcerated, and the incarcerators! 


This solution is a declaration of war 
on the underclass. Is this the New World 
Order that former president Bush spoke 
of to the United Nations? «« 

Is this the Final Solution??? 
A member of the underclass 
Dan Cahill #251-641 

P.O. Box 56 

Lebanon, OH 45036 
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Indian in a whiteman's cage 


Iam a full-blooded enrolled member of 
the Tuscarora Indian Nation. I am 35 years 
of age and am presently doing a 3 1/2 to 7 
year sentence in Attica Prison for the crime 
of 2nd degree assault. I will not defend my 
case here, except to say I and others believe 
it a railroading based upon political and 
racial discriminations. 

Iam supposedly being reformed and 
civilized by this white nation form of social 
control. They believe that cages are the 
answer to man’s rebellion against artificial 
laws. 


Before the Whiteman came to my land 
we had no laws, or they claim we had no 





laws but actually what they were saying is 
that they would not respect the natural 
social laws we had already worked out and 
instilled within ourselves. 

I knew not to steal, fight and hurt peo- 
ple of my land and Nation. They were my 
family, all of them, and if I foolishly com- 
mitted such acts, it would be my father, 
mother, uncles, grandfather, grandmother, 
cousins, and children whom would be 
speaking to me, saying I have hurt them, 
and that it is them who are suffering from 
my crimes. Who is to pay for my offenses? 
My family alongside me! They are the ones 
who will be defending me against retribu- 
tion or paying out compensation. In this 



























knowledge I kept my actions under control. 


The whiteman came to our land saying 
we are lawless, when it was themselves 
who were the lawless ones. "There was no 
law on the frontier" really meant the white- 
man would not respect Indian law. So after 
they broke all our laws, they chose to make 
up new laws, and these new laws became 
weapons to use against us and our land. 
Instead of laws based upon the natural 
order of society, they made laws based 
upon societies' orders. They brought new 
social values and new rules to enforce them. 
That was the real blunder of their social 
foundation, they based a man's value upon 
material wealth and accumulation, and they 
encouraged their social 
members to accept and 
embrace this. But with this 
loss of community instilled 
natural laws, and the loss of 
natural self-imposed re- 
straints, the whiteman was 
forced to build new and 
artificial constraints to force 
their members to abide by 
these artificial laws. 


With our Indian form 
of society there were no 
places to hide your crimes, 
and many more times there 
were no reasons to commit 
a crime. Where was a crimi- 
nal to hide his stolen goods? 
Indian society was an open 
society of community prop- 
erty, there were no private 
and secret caches of wealth 
to be hoarded, and there 
were no awards or laurels to 
be won from the communi- 
ty for creating such privage- 
ly owned treasures. 


prete atto 
greedy monsters as Donald 


Trump. Is this what I am to 
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tell my children to reach for? To enter the 
whiteman's contest of who can rob and steal 
their way to owning the biggest pile of 
gold? 


Indians did not base the value of a man 
upon his personal possessions over those of 
his deeds. The whiteman's christian religion 
proclaims that all men are brothers, but we 
did not need to be told that, we already 
know it within our National borders. 


I might even be able to say that the ten 
commandments of their Christian manifesto 
is an indictment of their failings. It appears 
God himself felt the need to come down and 
tell them to stop doing what they are doing! 
We were not so excessively guilty of mur- 
ders, robberies, rapes, envies, and parental 
disrespect in our societies. God felt no need 
to come and tell us to desist in our crimes. 


In the past with the Indians it was: “do 
not commit offenses against your people 
because they are your people”, today in the 
whiteman's civilization it is: “accumulate 
treasures by the game rules or be impris- 
oned within a cage". 

While I am sitting here in the white- 
man’s biggest and worst prison city, I am 
not being taught justice nor civil concepts of 
conformity. I am in fact growing angry. I will 
not leave this place pacified and eager to 
enter the illegal and unnatural role society 
has waiting for me. White society is wrong, 
and my rebellion is proof, Every prisoner 
who leaves here angry is proof. I am not 
alone, if you, law-abiding citizens believe so, 
you are sadly mistaken, and we will be out 
there with you soon to prove it. Your height- 
ened taxes, your lost jobs, your increased 
crime rates, your faltering economy will 
bring it home to you, but most of all, it will 
be you yourself in here that will show you 
the truth. And you will be in here sooner or 
later. You have made a host of laws all lead- 
ing to this cage you lock me in. 





Iam an Indian and I am not rehabilitat- 
ed, reformed, nor pacified. | am what I was 
o rüib ben 








Red Star 
New York State Political Prisoner 





Tillery, George — 
discharged, deceased 


The last time I spoke to George was 
Sunday night, December 5th, 1993. I was 
walking the track even though it was a 
chilly evening and George walked by me 
without speaking. That in itself was unusual 
enough that I stopped, turned around and 
hollered at him. 

I first met George in 1979, when he 
came to work at the furniture refinishing 
factory. I was doing the sandblasting and 
George was assigned to help me out. He 
was a quiet, shy, soft-spoken kind of guy, 
but he worked harder than any three men. It 
didn’t matter what kind of job he was 
doing, to George if it was worth doing, it 
was worth doing well. George took pride in 
what he did. It didn’t make any difference if 
he was digging a hole to plant a tree or 
building a rock wall. 

He did everything with a fierce, quiet 
concentration that a lot of people mistook 
for stubbornness, but it was an almost Zen- 
like attention to detail. A lot of people had 
misconceptions about George. They misun- 
derstood his quietness, but when George 
had something to say, he said it and he 
didn’t much care if you or anyone else 
didn’t appreciate his honesty, Some folks 
mistook his gentleness for weakness, but 
they didn’t make that mistake more than 
once. George never went out of his way 
looking for trouble, but when it came to 
him, he never backed down from it. 

I kept looking for angles with the guy 
and it took me quite a while to realize that 
what you saw was what you got with him. 
One day I had a seizure while I was work- 
ing the sandblaster, George came into the 


room, untangled me from the hose and shut 
down the compressor, then he dragged me 
out and went for help. He didn't have to do 
anything. I know lots of guys who wouldn't 
have gotten involved and he damned sure 
didn't get a reward for saving my sorry ass. 
It really drove me for a long time. I didn't 
know if I would have risked getting a face 
full of compressed silicon sand to save 
someone else. George took that chance and 
from what I was able to find out after the 
fact, he didn't even think about it, he just 
did it. 

There aren't too many people in the 
joint that I respect but I respected George. 
Over the years, I lost track of him as I got 
transferred from facility to facility. In 1988, I 
was transferred once again. I was walking 
across the yard to yet another unit and new 
faces playing the same old games, when I 
saw a familiar face. His hair was bleached 
almost white by the sun and his face was 
sun- and wind-burned. And like me he had 
put on a few pounds and there were a few 
more wrinkles in his face, but his grin was 
the same and his hands were as hard and as 
calloused as I remembered them as he 
shook my hand. 


For the next five years, we would see 
each other in passing and say a few words, 
or walk the track and talk about how the 
joint had changed and how wild and crazy 
all these youngsters were. Just a couple of 
old cons with too much time to do. Me and 
George did 15 years together and I never 
asked him what he was in for and he didn't 
ask me. I didn't know if he had any family, 
and he never talked about having any visits. 


Whenever he saw me, he would smile and 
make a joke. He probably told me that joke a 
thousand times over the years, but I always 
smiled. 

So when George passed me that night 
without speaking, I knew something was 
going on. I didn’t know what and it really 
didn’t matter, I owed him although he never 
would have seen it that way. So I stopped 
and asked him what was wrong. I could see 
that he was in pain, but he wasn’t a com- 
plainer. Just some indigestion, he told me. 
Anyway that’s what the infirmary had told 
him when he had complained of chest pain. 
Just indigestion, go back to your cell and 
take some anti-acids. Or come to sick-call on 
Monday and if you're lucky or still alive, 
you'll see the doctor next week. We have all 
heard the same shit at one time or another. 
Nurses too busy on their coffer breaks or 
with their romance novels to run an EKG. 

A few years ago the Justice Department 
investigated the medical care and treatment 
provided by the DOC and determined that 
the deliberate indifference of the medical 
staff to prisoners' medical problems was so 
pervasive throughout the system that it was 
cruel and unusual punishment as defined 
by the Constitution. So the DOC spent mil- 
lions to build a new state-of-the-art infir- 
mary and then turned around and staffed it 
with the same incompetent personnel. 

I was worried, but George smiled rue- 
ful grin and |. “Don’t sweat the lit- 
tle shit”, he said. “And it’s all little shit”, I 
responded. I told him to go on back to his 
house and get some rest. On December 9, 
1993, George died of a massive heart attack. 
Efforts to resuscitate him failed and he was 
pronounced DOA at a local hospital. No one 
dies in the joint, they are always DOA or 
died in transit. A nurse who works at the in- 
firmary told me that an autopsy discovered 
that George’s coronary arteries were 90% 


blocked, but that he had no symptoms of 
heart disease that far advanced, which I find 
hard to believe. 

Since George died, the DOC and Prison 
Health Services have been scrambling to 





cover up the circumstances which con- 
tributed to his death, but prisoners are still 
dying. A week before George died, another 
max prisoner died, also from a heart attack. 
They buried George in a pauper's grave at a 
local cemetery, because no one wanted to 
claim his body. The friends and family that 
deserted him in life, abandoned him in 
death. His prison supervisor attended his 
funeral and a prison chaplain was finally 
persuaded to conduct the funeral service. A 
couple of days later, I heard two guards jok- 
ing about George finally making parole. 
Tillery got his discharge, they laughed, dis- 
charged deceased, he won't be violating his 
parole. 

I promised myself and George that I 
wouldn't allow his death to be just a bad 
joke to a bunch of brown-shirted fascists. 
My letters to the Justice Department 
requesting an investigation into the care and 
treatment of the prisoners at the maximum, 
medium and minimum facilities here at 
Lansing have been ignored. The coverup 
continues and more of us will die, until the 
free world realizes that by depriving us of 
our humanity, they are only dehumanizing 
themselves. I’m not much of a writer and 
my words do not adequately express who 
this man way and how tragic his death was, 
but I did my best. I wasn't allowed to attend 
George's funeral, but if I had been there I 
would have left him with these words: 

“I don't know why George was in 
prison and I don’t care. I knew him for 15 
years and he was a good ma and my friend. 
Whenever you're my friend, just remember, 
don't sweat the little shit. «« 

Kutastha Chaitanya Satananda 
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Nobody told me! 


As day turnz ta night, itz dark but de 
struggle shinez brite. So much pressure on 
my young shoulderz but im strong, so i 
push on knowin' i gotz ta keep my head 
up fo’ i am de future. No body ever told 
me dere would be pain like dis: starva- 
tion, psychological slavery, homelessness, 
murder, oppression, repression; and de 
list goes on but no body ever told me. 


So 27 years later, i see why so many 
New Afrikanz/people of color lie dead, 
dey was de young shoulderz which had 
all de pressure. No body ever told me 
about George, Lit’ Bobby, Fred, Johnathan, 
Malcolm, etc. etc. No body ever told me, 


no body ever told me that imperialist, cap- 
italist, bougeoisiez, slumlordz, oppresserz, 
etc. etc. are my enemies. i idolized dis 
lifestyle of de rich and (in)famous, no 
body ever told me. 


No body ever told me about Afrika, 
de mothaland, i was alwayz told negative 
thingz about de mothaland, dat my 
Afrikan sistaz and brothaz were dirty peo- 
ple-eaterz, ugly, monkeyz, nappy headed, 
etc. etc. No body ever told me that de 
same “namez” we were callin’ our Afri- 
kan Sistaz and Brothaz, we were talkin’ 
“bout our Forefathaz/Mothaz, Cuzzin', 
Unclez, Auntz, Sistaz, Brothaz, and even 
ourselvez, but no body ever told me. 





No body ever told me that every 
human wasn't treated equally: segrega- 
tion, isolation, white supremacy, racism, 


etc. etc. but no body ever told me. No 
body ever told me dat one day i would be 
put in an Amerikkkan KKKoncentration 
kkkamp to be further dehumanized, 
brutalized, experimented on, enslaved, 
murdered, all in de name of (in)justice, 
but no body ever told me. No body ever 
told me that amerikkka was one big 
prison — de ghettoz, slumz, projectz, 
slave wagez, sweat shopz, momz & popz 
storez, high pricez, taxez, etc. etc. No 
body ever told me. 


No body ever told me about Revolu- 
tion, Liberation, Independence, Self- 
reliance, Confidence, Self-Determination, 
de Family, Unity, etc. etc. No body ever 
told me dat 


Now I know why no body ever told 
mel!!! 

Now I know why no body ever told 
me ‘cause, sistaz and brothaz like me, 
Revolutionaries, Guerrillaz, Political 
Dissidentz, Anarchyz, etc. etc. wasn't sup- 
pose to survive dis long to expose de con- 
tradictionz within dis Imperialist Empire. 
Now i know why no body ever told me 
that, we (New Afrikanz) were tagged 3/5 
human, coloredz, blackz, negroz, African 
Amerikkkanz; to keep us (New Afrikanz) 
in chainz mentally, miseducated, depen- 
dant, passive, submissive, no body ever 
told me. 

Our Sistaz are equalz to Us (men) de 
impression i was given was one of superi- 


U.S. Dollars = Justice 


US. Dollars = Justice. The concept isn’t 








any of the mull o 
would serve to reinforce this 
premise. Anybody who has ever taken the 
time to read a newspaper, or any of the var- 
ious news magazines on the market today, 
will have at some point come across an arti- 
cle that verifies and substantiates exactly 
what I'm talking about here. 


Whether they choose to see it or 
acknowledge it is totally irrevelant. The 
point here, is that it does exist, and turning 
a blind eye will neither make it go away, 
easier to live with, nor camouflage its 
prevalence. 


For the benefit of those who may think 
that I’m just talking from under my hat, let 
me at this time set the record straight. My 
name is Noe Beltran and my prison number 
is 463341. I speak from experience and 
straight from the Belly of the Beast itself, 
where I have been incarcerated now for 
more years than I care to dwell upon. 


In 1982 I was charged with a murder 
(Capital Murder) that I didn’t commit, and 
the people who put me in here know that I 
didn’t commit, as the real culprit in this 
case was apprehended not long after my 
arrest and conviction. The courts acknowl- 
edged it by taking me off Death Row, but 
have refused to give me back my freedom, 
simply because the legal refuses to 
admit its error. Therefore, to this day I still 
remain incarcerated, not because I can't 
prove my innocence, but because I'm indi- 
gent, and therefore unable to purchase back 
the freedom that was wrongly taken away 
from me to begin with. 


Now, one might think that something 
like this just doesn’t happen in this glorious 
country of ours, but it does, and much more 
frequently than anybody cares to admit. 
One simply has to look around them and 
follow the mainstream news. Justice in this 
country is for sale. It isn’t a question any- 
more of guilt or innocence, but of how 
much money one has and how much 
they're willing to part with, either volun- 
tary or involuntary. The courts, the city, the 











state, the government is going to get what- 








et caug esting a child and right 
away the courts want to know if you can 
afford to do that. Kill somebody and if you 
have the price of a good attorney you can 
be back on the streets the same day. Sell 
dope and right away the courts will confis- 
cate everything you have, and then the 
lawyers, court, city, state and government 
will fight among themselves to see who gets 
the biggest share. The only time the perpe- 
trator is even noticed is when there's no 
more money left to divide. 


Whatever the crime, it is insignificant 
compared to the amount of money one has 
at their immediate disposal. Crime isn't a 
crime anymore, it's a business, and a very 
lucrative one for all the agencies involved. 
It is also a scapegoat for every politician in 
the country. Come election time and every 
politician and his brother will immediately 
start harping about tougher laws, more 
time and more prisons; and, of course, more 
money to finance their own private war and 
the evil forces which plague this nation's 
Capitol. The term "Justice for all" is no 
more than an empty promise. 


In my case the price of justice is 
$20,000. How do I know? Simple. Because 
my lawyer told me so. 


Over the years, with the assistance of 
friends, family and my own limited 
resources and endeavors, I did manage to 
raise some $10,000, which turned out to be 
just enough to retain an attorney and moti- 
vate him to im igate my case. What he 
found out is exactly what I have been 
repeatedly claiming: that I am innocent. 
That alone should be enough for the court 
to admit their mistake and give me back my 
freedom — or at least one would think so. 
But it isn’t. However, for another $10,000 he 
claims that he can file some papers and — 
Presto! — pull a rabbit out of the hat. The 
hat, in this case, being the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice. If I have to 
tell you who the rabbit is then you haven’t 
been following this story. 

Now, I can’t speak for the countless 








ority over women; women were de low- 
est, bitchez, hoz, rumpshakerz, dogz, 
slutz, pregnate & barefooted. i believed 
dis ‘cause it was de “amerikkkan way” 
(Patriarchy). How wrong i was! No body 
ever told me dat women are strong, inde- 
pendent, teacherz, revoltuonaries, guerril- 
laz, politically conscious, etc. etc. No body 
ever told me 


Now i know why no body ever told 
me, ‘cause no body ever wanted me to 
know, for i would (am) encourage all 
oppressed people to rise up, rebel against, 
fight these demons in suffering, and to 


others who are, or have been at one time, 
faced with a similar situation. But I can 
speak for myself, and about the injustice 
that currently exists within the penal sys- 


tem and the courts of law, not only in Texas 


anything, "I can't even get m 
here," but I can endeavor to bring it to light, 
to expose this judicial system for what it has 
become: a money-hungry enterprise that 
preys on the rich and poor alike. The only 
difference here is that the rich are able to 
afford justice, while the poor are left no 
other recourse but to suffer whatever indig- 
nities the system imposes upon them. 
Where is the justice here? And whatever 
happened to the individual's right as stated 
in the Constitution of the United States of 
America? 


It is indeed a sad day when the U.S. 
Dollar can tilt the Scales of Justice in favor 
of the affluent. It leaves a lot to be desired 
when the democracy that I grew up believ- 
ing in has been debased and degraded by 
the avarice of courts and politicians who 
seek only to line their own pockets. In this 
modern world of law and legal procedure 
the word "Justice" is no more than the shal- 
low vapid rhetoric spouted by politicans all 
over the world. It doesn’t stand for any- 
thing any more and means even less in the 
courts designated to uphold it, simply 
because money is now synonymous with 
justice and nothing else means anything. It 
tends to make one wonder what the price of 
justice will be tommorow. 


Noe Beltran #463341 
Darrington Unit 

Rt. 3 Box 59 
Rosharon, Texas 77583 
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annihilate imperialism. 

Armed Revolution is de only solution 
to cure de ilz of dis beast, then and only 
then, we (collectively) can pave de way 
for socialism. 

Thatz why no body ever told me!!! «e 


Free De Mind! 
Free De Land! 
Uhuru Sasa! 


Bubba-B 


II remain 


fo De9fo' 





Advocacy for 


battered women 


The Canadian Association of 
Elizabeth Fry Societies is calling for an en 
bloc review of the convictions and sen- 
tences of women who have been impris- 
oned in Canada for their involvement in 
the killing of abusive male partners. Since 
a landmark 1990 Supreme Court decision 
allowing Battered Women’s Syndrome to 
be introduced as evidence supporting a 
self-defense plea, the cal! for an en bloc 
review of cases has grown. CAEFS states, 
“All of these cases need to be viewed 
together and in context.” CAEFS has 
mounted a postcard campaign and is ask- 
ing for support. For more information, 
contact the Battered Women’s Defence 
Committee, Canadian Association of E. 
Fry Societies / Association Canadienne 
des Sociétés Elizabeth Fry, 600-251 Bank 
St., Ottawa, ON K2P 1X3. (613) 238-2422. 


Similar initatives are underway in 
the US. Contact: 

National Clearinghouse for the Defense 
of Battered Women, 125 South 9th St., Suite 
302, Philadelphia PA 19107 

National Network for Women in Prison 
Newsletter, c/o CCIP, 714 West California 
Blvd., Pasadena CA 91105. The Network 
will help to sponsor the 8th National 
Roundtable for Women in Prison in San 
Antonio, Texas, in $995. 

Out of Time — newsletter of the Out of 
Control-Lesbian Committee to Support 
Women Political Prisoners, 3543 18th St., 
Box 30, San Francisco CA 94110 


HEU ee | 
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The American Indian in the White Man's 
prisons: A Story of Genocide - two reviews 


The American Indian in the White Man's 
prisons: A Story of Genocide must be standard 
reading for anyone involved in the struggle. 
The writers are past and present Native 
American political prisoners and spiritual 
leaders who articulate the anger, pain and 
determination in fighting for their religious 
freedom in America’s gulags. Some of these 
Brothers have sacrificed years of their lives 
in cells the size of tiger cages on principle 
and dignity alone. 


Having spent over eleven years in 
Control Units myself, I know first hand the 
racism and repression meted out to those 
who maintain their spirituality and dignity 
within these torture chambers society uses 
to cage the poor. I'm proud to have known 
and done time with my Brother Little Rock 
Reed, and I shared in some of his experi- 
ences, and he in mine. 


Throughout history the Indian people 
have been treated less than human by the 
white Ruling Class. I was amazed and 
angered to read in law books of judges 
upholding laws and declaring Indians to be 
non-human — mere chattel as late as the 
20th century. But I shouldn’t have been sur- 
prised considering the genocide conducted 
by the arrogant and greedy settlers who 
“conquered” North America and whose 
seed continues to keep their boots on the 
necks of our red Brothers and Sisters. 


Standing Deer’s description of the 
indignity of the abuse of power by prison- 
crats so determined to have utter control 
over every aspect of a person’s life that they 
blatantly ignore federal court orders per- 
sonifies his struggles. While Christianity is 

im in our rs andin the 











in Lucasville, Ohio, I observed first hand 
how my Indian, Jewish and Muslim 
Brothers were targeted for repression by 
being denied the right to practice their reli- 
gions on an equal basis with the Christians. 
Little Rock articulately describes this treat- 
ment throughout “A Story of Genocide.” 
But Lucasville does not stand alone, as this 
book clearly demonstrates. 


It is through 
the suffering and 
sacrifices made by 
these Brothers’ and 
Sisters’ activism 


















Reed, editor, 425 pages. 









that has slowly skipping and handling) 
forced society to Uncompromising Books 
recognize their 216M Paseo Del Pueblo 


right to maintain 
their spirituality, 
and it will be 
through the suffer- 
ing and sacrifices of our future activists and 
revolutionaries, who will continue the 
struggle to regain the rights that every cul- 
ture should be able to enjoy equally. 


Taos, NM 87571-5902 












It is my hope that every activist and 
progressive person take time out to read 
this book. Regardless of race, creed or color, 
we are all under siege within these bleak 
prison walls and need to take the time to 
understand diversity and different cultures 
and struggles. 

The American Indian in the White Man's 
prisons: A Story of Genocide lays the founda- 
tion and gives the necessary instruction and 
tools to fight back against the repression 
being meted out to the oppressed in our 
prisons and in our society. = 


In struggle, in solidarity 























Mansfield, OH 44901 








Implementing the 
New World Order: an 
unfolding conspiracy 


According to evidence several lawyers 
and professors submitted to Ohio Govemor 
George Voinovich in July 1993, the Ohio 
Parole Authority has conspired to “politi- 
cally imprison and/or assassinate” me 





because I refuse to stop talking about their 
crimes, and the crimes of Lucasville warden 
Arthur Tate, in radio interviews and at pub- 
lic meetings at universities. Voinovich told 
the lawyers and professors he would not 


The American Indian in the White Man's 
Prisons: A Story of Genocide, Little Rock 








Asked what makes him such a threat, 
John Trudell’s character in the film 
Thunderheart responds, “... We choose the 
right to be who we are. We know the differ- 
ence between the reality of freedom and the 
illusion of freedom.” The statement comes 
to mind frequently in the pages of testimo- 
ny compiled by Little Rock Reed in this 
examination of state and federal prisons as 
contemporary instru- 
ments being systemat- 
ically employed to 
carry forward the 
work of the “White 
Peace,” the work of 
Sand Creek, and the 
Washita, the work of 
pox-laden blankets, 
and hotchkiss guns. 









$25.00 (plus $5.75 











Norte, Ste 374, 


Native American 
Indians won't be sur- 
prised with its contents. The story is all too 
familiar. It's written in the faces of the 
elders; it's etched in the hearts of all those 
who have experienced the "White Peace," 
whether in boarding schools or at the 
graves of the ancestors. Others — those for 
whom the book is intended — content with 
illusion and unwilling to confront the ves- 
tiges of the system they have created and 
support through their silence, will simply 
avoid both its pages and its message. The 
"White Peace," after all, requires the avoid- 
ance of thought which challenges the 
assumptions upon which it is based. 

There are really only two ways to view 
prisons: from the inside and from the out- 
side. For a variety of reasons, most elo- 

quently addressed by those who have cgn- 
tributed to this book, we are seldom 





do we g to America 
Indian perspectives. In providing such 
access, Little Rock Reed has made a valu- 
able contribution to our understanding of 





look at the evidence unless the Parole 
Authority asked him to. And of course, they 
won't ask him to because the result would 
be for them to go to prison for their crimes. 
That's why I was underground when the 
Lucasville ^riot" occurred. A riot that was 
pre-planned by Arthur Tate and other Ohio 
prison administrators, in which several peo- 
ple were murdered. 

The governor and prison officials tell 
the public that maximum-security Lucas- 
ville is where they incarcerate the “worst of 
the worst.” But I was imprisoned there for 
nearly a decade. According to 
prison guidelines, I was a 
minimum security prisoner. 
Nowhere in my record is 
there any indication that I 
have assaulted or killed any- 
one, nor have I ever been an 
escape risk. So why was I in 
Lucasville? The Parole Board 
chairman wrote in 1991 that I 
was there because I talk 
about constitutional rights. 
Yes, I am the worst of the 
worst. 


John Perotti is “the worst 
of the worst” also. He has 
spent about 11 years in soli- 
tary confinement — in Ohio's 
torture chambers which were 
consciously designed after the 
brainwashing chambers used 
on American POWs in North 
Korea and Chinese POW 
camps. He remains in one of 
Ohio’s torture chambers 
because he continues to speak 
and to write about the crimes 
being committed by officials 
in the Ohio Department of 
Corrections. Crimes of mur- 
der and torture which are no 





the dynamics of the “White Peace” as it 
manifests itself in rigid institutionalized 
form. 


Establishing a sound historical context, 
the book focuses on efforts to deny Indian 
spirituality and culture within the prison 
system and forcefully documents the con- 
tinuing formal role Christianity plays in 
insuring the preservation of the “White 
Peace.” The testimony of both men and 
women, as well as the correspondence of 
chaplains and prison officials is effectively 
employed by Reed to detail how the his- 
toric “unholy alliance” between govern- 
ment and the Christian church finds expres- 
sion in contemporary efforts to suppress 
and destroy Indian spirituality. Those who 
have contributed to the volume present a 
remarkable picture of a Christian prison 
system. 

Those familiar with the circumstances 
of Leonard Peltier will find Standing Deer 
Wilson's contribution to the book revealing. 
He recalls both his role in the attempted 
assassination of Leonard and provides 
insights into the remarkable strength and 
spirituality of America's most well-known 
political prisoner. Those who have no con- 
tinuing concern for Leonard's safety will be 
disturbed by the volume. 

While understandably critical, the 
book's passages also contain numerous 
suggestions on positive and indeed simple 
adjustments which might be effected in the 
prison system not only to accommodate 
Indian rights — cultural and spiritual — 
but also to assist those men and women 
who are in the system. Those within 
American society who wish front-line expo- 
sure to the ci ges of a “multicultural” 


icisms and its suggestions carefully. No 
multicultural society can be constructed on 


continued on page 18 


less significant than those committed by 
Adolf Hitler in his time. 


But the present torture chambers are 
incapable of silencing the voices of strong 
and principled men like John Perotti. And 
that is why Arthur Tate, the Parole Aut- 
hority, Governor Voinovich and their col- 
leagues have plans for expending hundreds 
of millions of tax dollars to construct and 
maintain a new maximum security prison. 
The one that they have planned will employ 
techniques that could never have been 
imagined by the North Korean and Chinese 
regimes during the Korean War. 

Unless you are willing to review the 
evidence and stand up Now to resist this 
oppression, it is only a matter of time before 
you and your loved ones are labeled “the 
worst of the worst” and treated accordingly. 
Ohio is not unique. It is merely one member 
of the New World Order. <e 


For more information on the facts and 
what you can do, please write and send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
Uncompromising Publishers 
216M Paseo Del Pueblo Norte #374 
Taos, NM 87571-5902 
Thanks, 

Little Rock Reed 


Little Rock needs 


legal assistance! 


In March, the Kentucky Court of 
Appeal issued an order dismissing 
Little Rock Reed's appeal of a convic- 


tion for “threatening” at a 1993 trial 
held in Reed's absence. Little Rock is 
in need of a lawyer to assist him with 
his case. If anyone is able to offer assis- 
tance, please write to Uncompromising 
Publishers, address above. 
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Railroading in Minneapolis - 
no justice for Minnesota Eight 


The story so far: In September, 1992, 
two, or maybe three, depending on the wit- 
ness, Black men walked up to Jerry Haaf, a 
Minneapolis police officer sitting in a Pizza 
Shack and killed him. Shortly after, a young 
Black reputed Vice Lord was killed for 
allegedly informing on the killers. This was 
followed by at least eight shootings of 
young Black men, and also by a “blue ter- 
ror” — hundreds of random auto stops of 
men of colour; sweeping arrests, warrant- 
less searches. Four men are charged in the 
cop's death, three in the Black man's, and a 
juvenile in both. The juvenile is coerced into 
testifying against the others in exchange for 
a 77-year reduction of sentence. Another 
defendant reportedly has a nervous break- 
down in jail, and turns state’s evidence. 
Four convictions follow in rapid succession. 


With the acquittal this February of 
Steven Banks, the prosecution juggernaut of 
George Widseth and Robert Streitz finally 
stalled. The duo had steamed through four 
convictions and two guilty pleas, and had 
bluffed the state of Minnesota into believing 
that the killers of a police officer and an 
alleged snitch were being brought to justice. 


From the witness stand, the alterna- 
tive press, and street demonstrations, a 
small but noisy chorus had called attention 
to the holes in the state’s case. When one 
jury at last declined to believe the bought- 
off informers, the whole fabric began to 
unravel. 


Even before Steven's trial, the activist 
group formed to fight the railroad of the 
men known as the Minnesota Eight had 
begun broadening its focus from simply 
monitoring the trials and demonstrating at 
the courthouse. Members of the 
Committee Seeking Equal Justice for the 





behind bars for a very long time. The 
Committee is now changing gears in order 

















to drive home the need for a long-term 
prisoner support campaign. 

Committee members have also seen the 
connections between the Minnesota Eight 
case and other racist incidents in “nice” 
Minnesota. While reluctant to squander 
their energies running from one issue to the 
next, they want to forge links with people in 
other struggles. 

Ron Edwards, the Twin Cities’ only 
weekly African-American commentator on 
the Twin Cities’ only Black-owned radio 
station was recently hauled off the air. A 
combination of internal politicking at 
KMOJ-FM and questionable intervention by 
a state judge and Federal tax authorities has 
put the station at death’s door. Committee 
members have rallied to Edwards side, 
spreading petitions and organizing public 
gigs for Edwards. Edwards has a large, 
established listenership who believe his two 
weekly shows are a unique and irreplace- 
able source of information. 


Indeed, many of the people who joined 
the Committee first heard about it on 
Edward's call-in show. Six African- 
American women formed the Committee 
in January 1993, three months after the cop- 
shooting. During the spasm of random 
police roustings of Black men and press 
hype of the manhunt, Edwards consistently 
warmed that a frame-up was in the works. 
The Committee believes he’s been proved 
right. 

Nowadays, helping Edwards regain his 
airtime is a prominent agenda item at 
Committee meetings. When Edwards 
dropped by a recent Committee meeting, 
the mutual warmth was obvious. 

Additionally, ordinary people em- 


broiled in the legal system turn up at 


Thus far, the Committee has stopped shy of 
throwing its whole weight into any of these 













cases, but individual members have accom- 
panied people to their court hearings. 

A recent meeting with Minneapolis's 
newly elected African-American mayor, 
Sharon Shayles Belton, afforded the 
Committee the chance to talk about two 
recent cases of police 





never drawn more than 100 participants. 
The Committee's efforts have earned it 
some slightly sensational press coverage, 
but did not keep the first four defendants 
from going to prison for 15 to 50 years. 
Committee members know they must dis- 
cuss and decide upon a clear program if 
they are to follow through on their commit- 
ment to equal justice. Stay tuned: 

Committee Seeking Equal Justice for the 
Minnesota Eight 

P.O. Box 40355 

St Paul, MN 55104 











brutality. In one, two 
white male officers 
thumped a Black 
child who had been 
wrongfully accused of 
shoplifting at a conve- 
nience store. Two 
African-American 
women who came to 
his aid were roughed 
up and taken to jail. 
In the other, 
Black patrons at a 
night club were 
thrown out, beaten, 
and arrested, appar- 
ently without provo- 
cation. Committee 
members have man- 
aged to work on both 
cases without losing 
their primary focus: 
Equal Justice for the 
Minnesota Eight. 


With the appeals 
of A.C. Ford, Shannon 
Bowles, Mwati “Pepi” 
McKenzie and Larry 
Flournoy looming 
this spring and sum- 
mer. Committee 
members know they 
are at a strategic junc- 
ture in their group's 






tions have always 
been lively, but have 


via 














































Minnesota 8 - holes in 
prosecution's case 


The trials have taken place in the midst 
of a racist media frenzy that convicted the 8 
before their trials even began. They were 
the targets of the largest police hunt in 
Minnesota history. These weren't "defen- 
dants", innocent until proven guilty — they 
were "gang members", and therefore capa- 
ble of being guilty of anything. The term 
“gang member" has become the new racist 
codeword of the ‘0s. If a young Black man 
is termed a “gang member”, then all discus- 
sion is supposed to end about their pre- 
sumed innocence. This is racism, pure and 
simple. All ethnic groups have had their 
youth gangs. Membership in a gang is not 
illegal — young people as well as adults 
have a constitutional right to free associa- 
tion. It doesn’t mean the members are 
guilty of whatever the government decides 
it wants to charge them with. Use of this 
racist codeword has signaled an open sea- 
son of legal lynching, police brutality and 
the police murder of young Black men, and 
it must be stopped — now! 


A.C. Ford, now 27, was sentenced to 
life in prison for first degree murder for the 
killing of police officer Jerry Haaf. He also 
received 20 years for attempted first-degree 
murder in the alleged wounding of a man 
sitting with Haaf the night he was killed. 
Ford was convicted by a predominantly 
white and middle class jury that included 
no African-Americans. Hannepin County 
District Judge Deborah Hedlund had previ- 
ously told Ford in open court that if wanted 
more African-Americans in the jury pool he 
“should not have moved [to Minnesota]." 





And even though there had been no threats 
by anyone to anyone, Hedlund told the 
jurors they were to be anonymous and 
warned them not to reveal that they were 
jurors in the trial. She was quoted in the 
media as saying that “the press will have 
blood on its hands” if it printed the name of 
a juvenile accomplice who testified. As a 
result, a picture was painted in the jurors’ 
minds of the defendants as vicious, danger- 
ous criminals before their trials had even 
begun. Innocent until proven guilty? This is 
the same judge who told Ford, "It's time for 
you to become a member of the human 
race.” She further stated that “The most 
racist thing I heard in this courtroom were 
the allegations of racism against other peo- 
ple, by [the defense].” 


A.C. Ford was not charged with shoot- 
ing anyone, but rather of being behind a 
“plan” for the shooting and driving one of 
the alleged gunmen to the scene. According 
to his attorney Jordan Kushner, “The only 
evidence that Ford was involved in any sort 
of plan was presented by a juvenile accom- 
plice who, in exchange for his testimony, 
was promised a sentence of 2 &1/2 years or 
less, rather than the mandatory life sentence 
that he faced.” The testimony of this 16-year 
old youth (15 at the time of the shooting) 
was contradicted by eyewitnesses who 
described different weapons, different 
clothing and different gunmen. This juve- 
nile was taken out of school by police offi- 
cers and held in police custod;he has admit- 
tedto being provided with the statements 
of other witnesses that were consistent 


with the police theory of the case, which 
then became part of his own testimony. This 
very young men, facing the possibility of 
life in prison himself, had every motive to 
say whatever he thought the police wanted 
him to say, and the police very much want- 
ed him to say that Haaf's killing was car- 
ried out by A.C. Ford and other members of 
the Vice Lords gang. it was exactly this type 
of "testimony" from a juvenile in custody 
that 20 years ago convicted the Rev. Ben 
Chavis, now president of the NAACP, as 
the “leader” of the Wilmington 10”. 


Ford's lawyers wanted to call as a wit- 
ness Felicia Massey, who was to testify that 
Ford was twenty minutes away in East St. 
Paul at the time of the shooting. On the day 
she was supposed to testify, the young 
women was in the hospital, having just 
delivered premature babies. Judge Hedlund 
refused to grant the defense additional time 
to permit Ms. Massey to testify, 

As is usual in such cases, the prosecu- 
tion's case had major holes in it. These 
include: 


* No murder weapon was ever found. 
None of the guns that the state test 
fired matched the ones that killed Haaf 
and Ed Harris, the alleged informer. 

e No physical evidence — finger prints, 
no strand of hair or clothing — links 
those convicted to the scene of the 
crime or to being in the home of Ed 
Harris, which is where the killers 
allegedly fled according to the police 
story and the testimony of Loverine 
Harris, Ed Harris's wife. 

* There was no identification of the 
defendants by eyewitnesses. Margaret 
Haptsch, a state witness, said that “No. 
It’s not.” when asked whether Shannon 
Bowles was the man she saw shoot 


Haaf. Bowles was convicted anyway. 


* The informers used by the state either 
got deals, could not collaborate their 
testimony, or changed their stories. As 
mentioned above, Richard Wright got 3 
years as a juvenile instead of an 80 year 
sentence. His testimony was crucial in 
convicting A.C. Ford and Shannon 
Bowles and Mwati “Pepi” McKenzie, 
who were convicted of doing the 
killing. Eugene McDaniel testified that 
Bowles and Larry Flournoy — convict- 
ed of killing Ed Harris — confessed to 
him over the telephone while 
McDaniel was in jail awaiting trial as a 
felon caught with a gun. McDaniel, 
who was facing life as a career crook, 
got his sentence cut down to 6&1/2 
years. 


* One Alphonso Cockham told police 
that he was a lookout during the Haaf 
killing, and that Bowles had no part in 
it. The state didn’t call him in any trial, 
and the judge's in three of the trials 
blocked the defense from calling him 
even though another eyewitness, 
Christine Anderson, saw Cockham and 
two other men running from the scene 
of the crime. Defense lawyers got no 
help from the state in locating 
Anderson. 


For the first time in Minnesota history, a 
judge ordered anonymous juries, supposed- 
ly out of fear of gang retaliation. Numerous 
mainstream lawyers have blasted the move 
as prejudicial. Jurors who think they need to 
be protected from the defendants are likely 
to convict, regardless of the evidence. 


œ Information from The Blast and a 
leaflet put out by The Workers World. 
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Marilyn Buck 
says thanks 


Greetings Prison News Service: 


I have received a number of letters 
in response to the article on K. Power's 
surrender which appeared in issue #44. 
Thank you for support and solidarity. 
Unfortunately, I am not able to respond 
due to correspondence restrictions here. I 
do want everyone who wrote to know 
that their words do not go unheeded. 
The power of the voice of men in the 
kamps of amerikkka is strong. 


p 


Stone Bey trom page 2 


something like a private club for them and 
according to police testimony, we was try- 
ing to get more guns and money to close 
them down. By being associates of a state 
senator and his brother who got killed, you 
can imagine the political pressures to cap- 
ture me.” 


Stone-Bey has a Parole Hearing tenta- 
tively scheduled for December, 1995. 
Though the Hearing is over a year-and-a- 
half away, Stone-Bey is asking for support. 
Letters of support will be requested, and he 





Dudley Laws tom ps 1 


numbers, home addresses, phone numbers, 
types of cars owned, and shows that many 
of the individuals named have police files, 
even though they have not been convicted of 
a crime. Clearly, Laws was under surveil- 
lance long before he supposedly became a 
"suspect"! 





trial hearing, Judge Whealey made it clear 
that he was part of the prosecution team 
when he dismissed a defense motion that 
he withdraw from the case on the basis of 
being the same judge who had signed the 
authorization for electronic surveillance in 
August 1991. He also ordered some of 
Laws's supporters out of the court for wear- 
ing African headdresses, or in one case, a 
Muslim cap, thus discriminating on cultural 
and religious grounds. 

In spite of the massive amount of 
resources put into this frame-up, no smug- 
gling ring was discovered. And only other 
one individual, Larry Motley of Michigan 
was charged. Motley got three months on 
two counts of identical immigration charges 
in a plea-bargain arrangement last 
November. Seventeen charges against Laws 
were reduced to 5, despite the fact that 
every single crown witness, testifying about 
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ATTENTION: 


PRISONER SUBSCRIBERS 


We are asking that all prisoners write to us once every 6 issues. We send out a letter to 





Because I received letters from vari- 
ous places, I felt both the incredible level 
of political, personal and social repres- 
sion that is endured; and I got a renewed 
sense of resistance to inhumanity and 
degradation. The power of the voices of 
the oppressed and imprisoned tran- 
scends U.S. barbarism. 


No matter how long the battle for 
justice and liberation must be fought, T 
remain optimistic that it will be won. The 
spirit is strong. 

Marilyn Buck #00482-285 
P.O. Box 7006 Shawnee Unit 
Marianna, FL 32447 





is asking that our readers send him ideas 
and suggestions as to how to draw up a 
petition on his behalf, Please contact Stone- 
Bey at: 

Lorenzo Stone-Bey #10006 

P.O. Box 41 Indiana State Prison 

Michigan City, IN 46360 


His legal defense can be reached at: 


Mr. John Pinnow 
Greenwood Professional Park 
622 N. Madison 

Greenwood, IN 46142 


(317) 881-1659 


"criminal activ 
patrolman 
Dudley Laws is widely respected for 
his community and political work, now 
probably more than ever. Soon after his con- 
viction he was given a Canadian Black 
‘Achievement Award for social work in the 
local community. And he was supported by 
Kwame Ture at a fundraiser in his defense. 


convictions, the sentence, and the 


a cop or US. Border 













appealed. The appeal may be heard this fall. 
Laws will be back in court on April 18 to set 
a date to be retried on two of the charges 
which were declared a mistrial because a 
Crown witness altered their testimony. An 
attempt will be made to get these charges 
dropped. 

In the meantime, the level of Black 
resistance on Toronto streets and in the 
communities has been compromised during 
the lengthy proceedings. Repression takes 
its toll, and the vacuum aches to be filled. 


by Kinky Freedland 

To send greetings of solidarity to Dudley 
Laus and the Black Action Defense Committee, 
or to contribute financial support for legal 
expenses, write: 
BADC 
386 Vaughan Rd 
Toronto, Ont MéC 2N8 











every prisoner whose subs are coming up for renewal. If you have recently received such a 
letter, please respond, or this issue will be the last issue you will receive. You can check your 
current status by looking at your address label. There should be a number to the right of 
your address which tells us when we last heard from you. If it is “39” then this will be your 
last issue if we don’t hear from you. If it is “40” then we will be sending you a letter within 
the next two month period. 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
PRISON NEWS SERVICE 


Free to prisoners 


$10.00 non-prisoners 
$25.00 institutions 
Write: 


P.O. Box 5052, Station A 
Toronto, Ont., Canada M5W 1W4 








Collins Bay trom ps3 


The atmosphere here now resembles 
that found in maximum-security prisons. 
Staff and prisoners alike should be con- 
cerned about that, because internal security 
at Collins Bay is not geared to handle the 
situations this atmosphere can spawn. 


If there were some hope that the situa- 
tion would stabilize, we would say nothing, 
but there is no such hope. How can that be 
when your warden misleads you, the peo- 
ple who pay his salary, the same way he 
does us? 


Our warden’s administration has a 
reputation for minimizing and ignoring 
altogether the legitimate concerns and 
protests of the prison’s population. 
Evidence of this is found in the cavalier 
manner with which he dismisses the peti- 
tion The Whig-Standard received from the 
prisoners here. 


I found it astonishing that the warden 
stated he has never in his 15 years as a war- 
den heard of prisoners being encouraged to 
inform on other prisoners. Those who find 
themselves in a jam can and at times do 
negotiate transfers to prisons and farm 
camps of lesser security, in return for 








After freeing more than 200 peasants and Indigenous people from the jails of vari- 
ous liberated zones, the Zapatista National Liberation Army left, in their place, munici- 
pal and state police. In this photo, disarmed and relieved of their uniforms, the long arm 
of the law shows off the current styles in interior 








informing on their associates. With whom. 
do prisoners who get transfers for inform- 
ing negotiate the terms under which they 
will turn over, if not with prison adminis- 
trators? Yet our warden says he sees 
encouraging prisoners to inform as “moral- 
ly reprehensible conduct.” If that is really 
how the warden feels, then it must pain 
him to come to work every day. 


The warden’s misrepresentations per- 
meate the story. To my knowledge, there 
were indeed occasions during the lockdown. 
when meals were served 20 hours apart. On 
some days, meals were served at 9 a.m. and 
4 pam. Those days were sometimes followed. 
by ones on which meals were served at 
noon and 8 p.m. This complaint was minor, 
yet even it was not acknowledged as legiti- 
mate. And contrary to what the warden 
stated publicly, staff did "remove articles or 
possessions that [inmates] were entitled to." 
In fact, many of us still await the promised 
return of those items. Again, this complaint 
is minor, considering the scale of the opera- 
tion that took place. What would it have 
taken for the warden to acknowledge that 
these things had occurred and to apologize? 


Roy Glaremin#777716A 
Box 6700 
Kingston, Ont K7L 5P8 





Surviving AIDS 


from pg. 9 


Our society is paying for our igno- 
rance with the blood of precious lives. Our 
prejudices exploit and blame each other. 
We vote for leaders who are inept at leader- 
ship and then we pompously point our fin- 
gers at their inability to do the impossible. 
We seek out scapegoats to take the blame, 
when the blame is all too often where our 
own hearts lie. 


I pray I make it out of here without the 
wrappings of a body-bag. I know my eyes 


will be open to all I’ve discovered during 
the past two years of my confinement. My 
energies, as best | am able, will serve to take 
what I know from-the inside, and apply it to 
what I do outside. It is clear to me that our 
fates are very much cupped between our 
hands — if we believe — now is the time 
for healing. © 

Penpals, inquiries and supporters wel- 
comed! e« 


Roger Arbogast # 181993 
P.O, Box 97 
McAlester, OK 74502 
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Anarchist Black Cross 
is on the move 


The Anarchist Black Cross (A.B.C) is an 
international network of autonomous 
groups of anarchists who work to ensure 
that anarchist, class war and other prisoners 
aren't forgotten. The A.B.C. was started in 
Tsarist Russia to organize aid for political 
prisoners captured by the police, and to 
organize self-defense against political raids 
by the Cossack Army. During the Russian 
civil war, they changed the name to the 
Black Cross in order to avoid confusion with 
the the Red Cross who were organizing 
relief in the country. After the Bolsheviks 
seized power the anarchist movement 
moved the A.B.C. offices to Berlin and con- 
tinued to aid prisoners of the new regime, 
as well as victims of Italian fascism and oth- 
ers. The Black Cross fell apart during the 
1930s depression due to the incredible 
demand for its services and a decline in 
financial aid. But in the late 1960s the orga- 
nization resurfaced in Britain, where it first 
worked to aid prisoners of the Spanish 
resistance who continued the fight against 
the fascist dictator Franco who had ruled 
Spain since the 1930s when, with the assis- 
tance of Hitler’s Germany, a revolutionary 
uprising of anarchist peasants and workers 
and other popular and radical movements, 
was crushed. 


The brief history above is taken from 
the introduction of a pamphlet called A 
Draft Proposal for an Anarchist Black Cross 
Network, by Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, who 
spent 15 years as a P.O.W. in Marion and 
other Amerikan gulags. Over the past cou- 
ple of years, a number of new A.B.C. 
groups have started in North America, and 
the purpose of Komboa's pamphlet is to 
give these groups some direction. It advo- 
cates the creation of a mass movement dedi- 
cated to tearing down the prisons and free- 


B.C. 
as well as offering a political perspective for 
building a revolutionary anti-prison move- 
ment within the context of a wider resis- 
tance politic. Komboa knows of what he 
speaks. He spent 15 years as a PO.W. in 
Marion and other American gulags, being 
freed after a long international campaign on 
his behalf. He knows the anti-prison strug- 
gle from both sides of the walls. 


Though not formally an A.B.C. group 
itself, Bulldozer has worked closely with 
the A.B.C. We think that the A.B.C.s can 
play a major role in the development of a 
revolutionary anti-prison movement and 
we want to assist in its new development in 





North America. Though the A.B.C. is specif- 
ically anarchist, it is non-sectarian and sup- 
port is given to all P.O.W.s and Political 
Prisoners. 


The following comes from some of the 
A.B.C. groups. 

Baltimore anarchists reach out to other 
anarchist communities and prisoner sup- 
port groups in the spirit of collective strug- 
gle. As part of that, we are working on our 
A.B.C. chapter, and have come up with a 
couple of ideas that we would like to talk 
about with as many prisoner support 
groups as possible. 

1. Each distinct region can focus on the 
political prisoners in their area, not to the 
exclusion of other prisoners, but in an 
attempt to have more personal contact. By 
making time for personal visits we can 
draw the prisoners into our active commu- 
nities. It can help to bridge the gulf between 
the prisoner and the general community, by 
doing more outreach in areas where people 
are imprisoned. 





2. Start a library of political writings 
which prisoners can borrow from. Each 
region can compile a list of materials avail- 
able, and put the information into a pam- 
phlet. Prisoners can write to the group 
Which has the material they need. We'll 
need to figure out how many books can be 
taken out at one time. This will defray some 








be held in 


Black Cross formations are planning to 
hold a conference hosted by Night- 
crawlers ABC in New York. It is planned 
to be held on August 19-21. 


Nightcrawlers ABC will be compiling 
a Discussion Bulletin to start a dialogue 
between people wanting to attended the 
conference as well as other interested par- 
ties. It will be sent to those groups who are 
interested in attending. The price is $10. 
for the 6 issues that will be put out before 
August. ABC is urging people who can 
pay extra to do so in order to cover the 
cost of sending it into prisoners who are 
helping this effort and to those who are 

















ABC conference to 


of the costs entailed with providing litera- 
ture, and make more literature avaialble to 
more people. 

Please send us your comments and 
criticisms. We look forward to more input. 


Baltimore ABC 
P.O. Box 4309 
Baltimore, MD 21223 


Minneapolis A.B.C. is } 
looking for regional contacts _ 
in Minnesota or western 
Wisconsin. They are par- 
ticularly interested in any | 
overtly political prisoners in | 
the region. Write to: 3 
Minneapolis ABC 
P.O. Box 7075 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

The Patterson Anarchist 
Collective, which has an 
overlapping membership 
with the New Jersey A.B.C. 
puts out Plain Words which is 
a local anarchist paper with a 
lot of prisoner content. The 
New Jersey A.B.C. helped 
build support for last year's 
trial of New Jersey prisoners 
who were charged after sev- 
eral guards at Trenton State 
prison got the worst of it 
after a long harassment cam- 
paign the guards waged 
against New Afrikan prison- 
ers resulted in a major fight. 
For a fuller description of | 
Plain Words, please see our | 
resources section on the back 
page. (The address for the | 


August 


Those groups and individuals who 
are not interested in attending the confer- 
ence or in being a part of this network, but 
still want to support this effort can 
endorse the project by sending $15 or 
more to NJ ABC (see address above) who 
are handling the finances of the confer- 
ence. Endorsers get the Discussion 
Bulletin and ABC pins Brooklyn ABC is 
making to raise funds. 


Groups who want to be added to the 
list of ABC groups that will be published 
in the bulletin should send their address 
to NY ABC at: 
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paper and the A B.C. group is the same, so 
one letter will do both.) Write: 

New Jersey ABC 

P.O. Box 8532 

Haledon, NJ 07508-8532 
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Love and Rage 
PO. Box 853 Stuyvesant Station 
New York, NY 10009 

The conference will focus on creating 


a highly organized and structured An- 
archist Black Cross Network. It also plans 









particular network. We are using the Draft 
Proposal for an Anarchist Black Cross to 
build this coalition and ask that all groups 
who plan to attend are in basic agreement 
with all of its 15 points. Nightcrawlers is 
distributing the proposal. Send postage, or 
$1 to them for a copy. 

All current ABC groups, and those 
interested in forming ABC chapters, are 
urged to check the proposals out, and then 
attend the conference. For the proposals, 
or for more information, write: 
Nightcrawlers ABC 


PO. Box 20181 Tompkins Sq. Stn 
New York, N.Y. 10009 > 
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where. Pelican Bay’s own records were 
used to show how incidents of abuse were 
sanitized or covered up through a “code of 
silence” among prison staff. 


The State’s defense stood in stark con- 
trast to the prisoners’ case. The defense only 
brought one prisoner to the stand, a profes- 
sional snitch in a witness protection pro- 
gram hidden behind a screen. The State’s 
expert had not studied the facility in detail, 
a plaintiff's witness said. One defense 
expert's testimony was excluded by Judge 
Henderson when the state could not prove 
his credentials. There was no convincing tes- 
timony showing that Pelican Bay achieved 
its alleged purpose of reducing violence in 
the prison system, or that it succeeded in 
changing the behavior of the “worst of the 
worst” among the prisoners. While the State 
seemed content to skate through the trial 
without challenging the facts of the case, it 
is clearly preparing to-appeal. They will 
probably rely on Bruscino v. Carlson (84C- 
4320 & 85C-4505, 7th Cir.), regarding the 
Marion Federal Prison. Judge Forman ruled 
that despite the deliberate and severe brutal- 
ity shown by the plaintiffs, the fact that is 





was a prison for the most troublesome pris- 
oners made such treatment legal. 


Pelican Bay was opened in 1989 in 
Crescent City near the California-Oregon 
border at the cost of $250 million. The 1,056 
cells in the above ground SHU bunker are 
designed as high tech, electronically con- 
trolled, state-of-the-art warehouses. 
Complete physical and psychological con- 
trol over SHU prisoners is the goal. 
Prisoners have little or no personal contact 
with others, even guards. Alone in his win- 
dowless cell behind a honeycombed steel 
door, the SHU prisoner sits idle for months 
and years. Guards view him from control 
booths and issue commands through loud- 
speakers. Handcuffed before his exit from 
his cell, full shackles are used for any move- 
ment inside the prison. He never sees the 
light of day. He has no job, no classes, no 
vocational training, no counseling, no reli- 
gious services and no communal activities 
of any kind. No hobbies are allowed. The 
prisoner eats alone from a tray passed 
through a slot in the door. He may only 
exercise alone in a small bare space called 
the “dog walk” which has no exercise 
equipment. 

The United Nations and the Geneva 
Accord clearly define torture to include 


excessive force, prolonged solitary confine- 
ment and punitive discrimination. The 
excessive force used by guards includes 
beating after restraint, hog-tying, corporal 
punishment, the shoot-to-kill/wound poli- 
cy and cell extraction for trivial reasons. 


Prisoners are held in solitary confine- 
ment for years at a time and sentenced in a 
racially discriminatory way. Sixty percent of 
prisoners in the SHU are Latino-American, 
double their percentage in the general 
prison population. Many are subject to the 
“Snitch, Parole or Die” policy which means 
that prisoners are told they will never get 
out of the SHU unless they provide infor- 
mation abut their alleged gang activities — 
leave prison on parole or die. This policy 
violates the prohibitions against solitary 
confinement and infliction of severe pain 
and suffering to obtain information. The 
Pelican Bay Information Project (PBIP) is 
submitting an Amicus Brief in Madrid v. 
Gomez that emphasizes the racism of the 
SHU, amplifies the torturous nature of the 
“Snitch” Policy, and raises the issues of the 
prohibition against “torture, cruel treatment, 
inhuman punishment and degrading treat- 
ment” codified in the recently ratified 
(6/8/92) Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 


" PBIP is an independent citizens’ group 
formed in response to the complaints of 
prisoners. It comprises prison visitors, ex- 
prisoners, human rights advocates and 
lawyers. PBIP seeks to inform citizens 
about Pelican Bay and build coalitions with 
other like-minded organizations. PBIP 
believes that the SHU provides a false and 
symbolic solution to the problems of crime 
and violence in California’s prisons. It is 
more destructive than the problem it is sup- 
posed to solve. The SHU wastes money and 
resources that could be better applied to the 
causes of crime. It injures prisoners, and 
therefore harms the poor and mostly minor- 
ity communities to which prisoners return. 

PBIP demands: 

1- An end to the human rights viola- 
tions at Pelican Bay. 

2 - An end to the use of long-term soli- 
tary confinement. 

3 - Rehabilitation of prisoners held in 
the SHU as survivors of torture. 

4 - Close the Pelican Bay SHU. 


Pelican Bay Information Project 
2489 Mission St. #28 
San Francisco, CA 94110 «« 
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